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6 |‘Rasudeva” »- | Calcutta .. ae ... | Kedar Nath Bharati, Brahmin, age 3 
a |“ Dasumati eee Ditto “. Do. 
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3}.—ForutaN Poxrrics. 


avadi [Caleutta } of the 17th March writes :— | 
De siaueei it ] It seems as if the contagion hes spread from y. wns, 
“Harassment of Hindus im Bengal to the distant North-Western Frontier ee 
the North. Western Frontier. Province and even to Afghanistan. The flame 
of hatred against Hindus which the notorious Sir Bampfylde Fuller kindled in 
Kastern Bengal some hae ago, by giving the Musalmans the status of a 
“favourite wife”, the flame which once consumed Jamalpur and Comilla— 
that flame has now spread to beyond the North-Western Frontier and even to 
Afghanistan. In the Pathan tribal country, though there isno Fuller to pat 
the Moslems on the back, # strong anti-Hindu feeling has come to prevail. 
Only lately it was reported how in the Amir’s kingdom, some Hindus 
inhabiting Jellalabad and Dakka have been compelled to ftee from their 
homes because of oppression by the local Pathans. The Hindus until recently 
lived unmolested in the Amir’s territory, but now an anti-Hindu spirit has 
come to taint the Afghan officials, who have conspired to keep from the Amir’s 
ears all knowledge of therr Op] ression on the Hindus. Both in Afghanistan _ 
and in the tribal country the Hindus are mostly usurers, And now it has 
become quite difficult for them to realize their debts. Formerly it was ather- 
wise. A case is known’ of a tribal Panchatt having sentenced to death a 
Pathan who had: molested the young danghter of the solitary Hindu inhabitant 
of a village. All that is nuw changed, nnd Hindus have now ceased to be 
regarded with any fraternal feeling. As Kaffirs or dogs they are now strong- 
ly hated. When Hindu houses are raided, the women are carried off as 
captives. Attempts to realize debts from a Pathan debtor bring on his Hindu 
creditor the risk of a violent death. In Afghan teritory, Hindu marriages 
are now taxed and Hindu prisoners are released if only they accept Islam. 
Attempts at their conversion arein fact becoming general. 
It is difficult to account for the outbreak of this anti-Hindu spirit. But 
it is said that Pathans returning home from India have spread a story that in 
India the Hindus are gtving way before a rising wave of Musalman re-ascend- 
ancy. Any way, an agitation ought to be set on foot.in India for the succour 
of the Hindas in Afghanistan, by bringing their grievances to the notice of 
the Amir who is sure to grant redress. | | 
2 The Nama-+-Muqaddas — aH [ Calcutta } = 13th March wasst-mvgappis 
| . quotes the translation of passages from the French 742°" “atm. 
ig, The Moots”: A French tres- work “ The Moors” in w seh’ it is said that the 
Persians are in no way inferior to either of their 
neighbours who, however, covet their country not for the sake of its mineral and 
‘other wealth, but om account of its phieal position. England is anxious 
to possess the Persian Gulf with the sole object of stopping the egress of Russia 
from the mainland out into the Mediterranean Sea. ‘The Anglo-Japanese 
treaty was concluded mainly with the object of excludiug Russia from tradin, 
in the Pacific Ocean and agit gs Jus} of Port Arthur which fell mto their 
hands through the mistake of Lord Salisbury, though ostensibly it meaut to 
check Russian progress in the Kast. The English politicians are determined to 
close the way to all the waters fer Russia as she is the most fearful enemy 
which the English have in Asia and may some day invade India. [In spite of 
the fact that nature itself is against Russia as regards her naval power the 
ge may bleck all the straits against Russia by means of strong boats. 
te Kussian hope is concentrated in the Persian Gulf, but the English politi- 
inte ee ee bs block their entrance into it and thus to prevent their coming 
ndian Ocean. | . 
According to the international law the English have no superior rights over 
the *, but they lay elaim te it simply to aad thetr own omen . iene 
- The Nama-i-Mugaddas Hablut’ Matn {Calcutta} of the 13th March Naustmvosnpss 
An address to the Persiaas, quotes fran-i-naw (new Persia) which contains ringed 
Ne aie ak _ am address te the Persians from the Democrats, -- * " 
ablo rent © past condition of the Persians was sad, the present is lament- 
— «BOIS, an future will be dreadful. How long is the Inmentable condition 
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to last? With the help of the old revolutionists the foreign unwelcome 


- host has got a firm footing in the country. The English and the Russians— 


NaMAl-1-MoQaDDAs 
HasBivest Matix, 


Mar. 18th, 1911, 


the forerunners of evil—are helping and encouraging the ill-wishers of the 
country, with a view to overpower the Persians. They want to efface and 
blot out the national liberty, sovereign rights and historic fame of the Persians 
by the hands of the Persians themsvlves. ‘These enemies of the liberty of Persia 
want to deprive the people of their right of defence and protest. The English 
and Russians want the Persians to obey them in order to prevent any other 
foreign Power securing influence in Persia. Wonderful mdeed! A peculiar 
request, that the Persians should act up to the advice of their enemies! Tho 
writer exhorts the Persians to awake and arise telling them that they are over: 
taken by a peculiar storm. The Russian army is being daily reinforced, while the 
evil-mongers of the country are also very active in carrying out their nefarious 
designs. The present unsettled state of the country portends a long and 
protracted war between the-old and the new party. The Persians should rise 
up and if necessary die for the sake of their motherland. They should not 
give up their liberty, constitutional Government and sovereign right except at 
the cost of their lives. ‘T'wo and only two alternatives are now left for them 
either constitutional Government or death; either sovereign power or the 
shedding of the blood of the Persians and their enemies. 
4. Referring to the importance of the question regarding the Persian 
titi Nama-t Mugaddas Hatiul Matin (Calcutta) 
© question onme ® ere of the 13th March says that it is at present the 
sole oriental question which has engrossed the attention. of the western 
politicians. It is this question which was at.the root of England and Russia’s 
opposition to Germany in the matter of the Baghdad Railway. The Anglo- 
Russian alliance; their proposal of a geographical division of, their inter- 
ference in, and intimidation of Persia forbidding her to grant concessions to any 
third Power owe their origin to this very question. The Potedam interview and 
the Russo-German Convention were brought about for the solution of this ver 
question. Most of the western politicians held and still hold the opinion 
that the eastern question which would rekindle the fire of a western war would 
be the question of the Persian Gulf. The British Government have from a 
long: time been trying to make themselves supreme in and take under their 


own protection “‘the Gulf” for the safety of their pet (¢e¢., India). In other © 


words they are trying to prove that the Persian Gulf lies beyond the pale 
of international jurisdiction and thus to advance their own claim over it 
which in fact they have been doing ever since Lord Lansdowne was 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs. The Government of Lord Cufzon and his tours 
in the Persian Gulf had also the same object in view. Sir Edward Grey’s 
claim to predominence in the Persian Gulf after the drawing up of the 
terms of the Anglo-Russian Convention clearly shows the object of the 
English. The present question of the Baghdad Railway and its extension to the 
Persian Gulf is the outcome of the same object. But the claim of the English 
which they had been making since Lord Lansdowne’stime found no supporters, .¢., 
no Power whether friend or foe ever acceptedit. The Persian and the Turkish 
Gover nments who have been the sole masters of the Gulf have always considered 1t 
free and open to international trade. ‘The Potsdam interview and the Baghdad 
Ruilway project have alarmed the English politicians who have in their 
anxiety again advanced their former claim. The Persian Gulf is so important 
that the question about it is not likely to be amicably settled among the rivals. 
If, however, it is decided in favour of the English it will affect not only the 
influence of the different rival Powers in Central Asia, but will also do harm to 
their trade in the East. On the other hand if the rivals of-the English succeed 
the English will have to suffer commercial and political losses in Asia, and will 
also cause a breach in the fortress which they consider necessary for the 
protection of India. Both the parties will, therefore, try hard to gain their 
respective objects. Though the question which is pending at present relates to 
the Baghdad Railway and its extension to the Gulf, the settlement of the 
Gulf question entirely hangs on it. It is for the Persians therefore to profit by 
the opportunity and to protect their undisputed right. They should also 


not forget that the European Powers, whether during peace or war, will not 


give up their commercial principles. In their commercial needs it is not 
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too much to expect that they would sacrifice us for attaining their own object 


: ) ts 
and strip us of our very garmen ° 
ma-i-Mugaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 18th March under 
. the merger noted heading enumerates the 
duties of the Persians in the following manner :— 


Persians should not postpone taking necessary measures till the rival 
sah wins the question of the Gulf in a way which may be unfavourable to 
them, but should sum up their energy, and before the decision of the 

nestion, prefer their claim of sole ownership of the Gulf and protest against 

mae agreement which may be entered into by these Powers. without their 
comer) They should never recognize the predominance of any Power in the 
Gulf otherwise they will pot be able to remedy the evils arising from 
their action. They should never in spite of any fair promises deny the 
freedom of the Persian Gulf to international trade and political rights. 

(3) They sbould not grant any concession or give preference to any of the 
rival Powers to the exclusion of others, but admit open door both as regards 
commerce as well as political questions in the Gulf at present. They should 
not by befriending one Posies invoke the hostility of the rest. All rivalry 
is meant to deprive the Persians of their sovereignty, and if the Powers 
are disappointed in this, they will combine with others to work Persia's ruin. 

(4) Reforms in the government of the Persian Gulf have thus become a 
question of foremost importance which cannot be too much exaggerated. 
it is the duty of the Persians to remove the causes which have made the 
neighbours find fault with them by at once sending a competent and_ patriotic 
statesman as Governor of the Gulf who would restore order there. At 
present as the Kachak gun-running has afforded a good pretext for the 


Duties of the Persians. 


neighbours to interfere, the Persians alone should so manage affairs both on 


the land and the sea that the former may have no pretext left for them. 
This gun-running may therefore be controlled by keeping armed shipsin the 
Gulf and a detachment of soldiers on the land. | 
It is strange that in spite of being masters of more than 350 islands and 
ports and thousands of miles of coast-line the Parliament and the Ministers have, 
during the constitutional Government of the past four years, not been able 
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to arrange for the protection of this part of Persia, which is the very soul of 


its sovereign power. Ifthe Persians remain inactive for some time longer, the 
Gulf will fall into such a state that there will no longer be any need of 
guarding it, ¢.¢., it will share the fate of the river of Mazindran. 

(5) They should begin by constructing a railway line from the Gulf to 
the interior of the country, for until the Persians take the work into their own 
hands the greed of the political rivals will not abate or give us any rest. 
If the Persians will not begin the work the on ae will try their best to 


take it up and then repentence will be of no avail. The best alignment would 
lie along Mahmera to Arbistan and Ispahan, | 


6. The Nama-i-Mugaddas _ ras Calcutta } * the 13th March 
 Kieman”” speaking of the disorder at Kirman = says that 
gin Prince Jalalud-dowla, Governor of bh and 
Baluchistan, has arrived at Rafsinjan and is making enquiries about the 
-Tobberies committed on the highway. The paper is of opinion that reforma- 
non 18 necessary in all the departments. It is a matter of great regret that 
oe officers are acting against the principles of constitutional Government and 
__ undermining the Government itself. Instead of treating the people 
indly they are ,only robbing them. It is their ill-treatment that has led 
ee to accept the rule of the foreigners, who, finding this ill-treatment of 
© people favourable to their influence, are helping these tyrants by givirig 
— which can never be realized. Ifthe Kachar Princes want their kingdom 
ive, they should attend to the reforms of the army, and the constitutional 
overnment for the people would no longer like to be placed under a 
espotic Government. ee? 
7 The Nama-i-Mugaddas Hablul Matin [Calcutta] of the 13th March 
he advies for the Persians.” ublishes an: article subscribed by one Mohamed 
: See asan Almoosvi Al Hamdani who tries to excite 
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the Persians by exhorting them to unite together. “Dwelling on the viriue, 
and necessity f unity, he says that though either of the neighbouring Powers 
(Russia and England) was s ly strong — te carry out its sinister object 
with regard to Persia yet they bave united together to make their succogg 
doubly sure. These —— have a full knowledge: of the history and 
geography of Persia, but they also know that in religious matters the Persiang 
are bound to obey their spiritual leaders, and for the sake of their country and 
religion they can, with a small number, overpower a vast hest. It was for this 
reason that from the beginning of the Persia’s awakening her southern neighbour 
under pretence of protecting national rights backed the people in forming a con. 
stitutional government, while the northern neighbour helped the despotic form 
of Governnent. By this duplicity they succeeded in dividing the people and 
sowing the seeds of disunion in the country. But the enemies will not succeed 
if the Persians unite together and take active measures against them. The 
leaders should learn to give up selfishness so that the masses may place conf- 
dence in them and work up to their advice. 

8. The Nama-i-Mugqaddas Hablul Matin (Caleutta] of the 13th March 
referring to a telegram which appeared’ in the 
Times about the arrival of the Afghans in the 
southern coast of Persia for the purchase of arms, their concentration round 
about Baluchistan and the import of Kachak arms as well as their refusal of the 
help sought to be offered to hin by the Persian officials, says that this news 
has created alarm, as the Indian telegraphic line passes through this country. 

9, The Nama-s-Mugaddas Hablul Matin Calcutta} of the 13th March 
writes :— 

From what is written in the Times it appears 
that the foundation of fresh pranks has been faid 
in Baluchistan with a view to acquire fresh possessions on the coast of Mekran 
and the Persian Gulf, the political end in view being that no other Power 
may take possession of the Gulf and strengthen the present right of protect- 
ing the same. So if the Persian Government pays no attention to the 
state of affairs in the Persian Gulf just now they would soon lose Mekran, 
Baluchistan as well as South Porsia. The Times quotes a German paper, which 
says that the question of the construction of the Baghdad Railway has been 
settled between the German Company and the Turkish Government and a third 
Power has got nothing to do with it, and in reply says thut for certain reasons 
the English do possess certain rights and when the Baghdad Railway line 
wera the Persian Gulf neither the German nor the Turkish Government 
would be able to question those rights. 

In his reply to Mr. Mitchel. Thompson, Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign 
Minister of England, Las said that the attention of the Persian Government has 
been drawn to the cases of theft committed between [spahan and Bushire 
through the Engtish Consul at Teheran. On Mr. Thompson’s pointing out 
that of late such occurrences haye increased, Sir Edward Grey said that they 
occurred in places out of the British dominions, and that a memorandum has 
been presented to the Persian Government through the English Consul. 
Sir Edward Qrey, however, admitted that perfect peace did not prevail there, 
and that the English have only veminded the Persian Government of their duty 
of preserving order in those places. 

To Mr. Balfour who, speaking about the Civil Service, asked the Govern- 
ment about the steps taken for the construction of the railway line from 
Khanikin ard its extension to the south, both of which would greatly interfere 
with the English trade and may stand againet their politieal interests, Sir 
Edward Grey rephied that “the Honourable Member opposite mow eonsidered 
any interference on his (Sir Edward Grey’s,) part an easy task while the latter's 
Ministry considered any participation im the construction of the line as some- 
thing impossible. The branch line from Baghdad to Khanikin is ineluded tn 
German concession. Mr. Balfour did nothing te protect the English cou- 
mercial rights, His Government, however, did not consider itself so helpless a8 


Afghans in south of Persia. 


Baghded Railway and the 
Persian Gulf. . 


Mr. Balfour would take it to be. ‘he Turkish Government ie in want of 


money, and they cannot increase the customs without the approval of England, 
which would be withheld only if the mosey is rot spent in the construction of 


the railway line and the reeds whieh are in British possession for commercial 
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t fall into the hands of athers.” Ag regards Koweit the English 
ook rr of increasing thelr interferences in the Persian Goxernment 


tl.ird Power tries to change the political sspect of the Gu 
ll the English too would be obliged to protect their interest in it and shall 
march up to Koweit to protect their honour end prestige. About the highway 
bberies between Ispahan and Bushire, dir Edward Grey raid that, ‘ Officially, 
the matter had uot been reported, but a telegram was received about it. 
The English Consul has repo:ted the matter to the Persian Government and 
that Government has directed that a detachment of the Persian army might be 
sent to put down these robberies and recover the preperty stolen. It appears 
from the roports of the Consul at Persia that the Persian Government. are 
trying their best to keep peace and order on the roads in the south. The 
semi-official German paper (Nordadeutsche Zestung) referring to the replies of Sir 
Edward Grey about the Baghdad line says that the angry tone of the reply 
has done oiel, and it is now possible that a friendly settlement would he arriys 
at about the increase of customs and the extension of the railway line up to t e 
ian Gulf. | : Se 
sie Conservative paper, however, says that if the object of the English be 
to deny any foreign naval power commercial rights in the Persian Gulf a 
friendly settlement of the question between the Kaglish and the German would: 
be impossible, and an acknowledgment eas to ary preferential rights of 
England in the Persian Guif would also become very diffigult. 


Il.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Poisce. 


10. The Mahammadi {Calcutta} of the 17th March writes :—_ 

We have already narrated how Moslems were 
harassed and oppressed in connection with the 
late Bakr.Id Korbant in the village of Panchla in. Howrah and of Gategarh in 
Hooghly. We have obtained much new information in connection with this 
matter. Not merely are they statements, but we have proofs in pJssession. 
The police have made repeated inquiries but so far no results have ensued. 
The ryots stand in dread of oppression by the zamindar’s2amia. coer Bg 
the authorities for redress, we refrain for the present from discussing thi 
question further. ne 

ll. The Muhammnads [Calcutta } of the 17th March writes that all -well- 


*“ Moral degradation.’ 


‘* Oppression by a gaminidar.” 


and dacoities are now seriously rife everywhere, 
It is strange that Hindu respectable classes are being found concerned in man 
of them. The so-called patriotism of some few young men gone astray has 


now come to be a souren of serious mischief to the eountry. No efficacious cure 


has yet been found for the evil. Terrible moral de tion this.! 
12. Referring to ‘the question put ia Parliament by Lord Courtney, 


Extortion of sestnitiais tis he about extortion of confessions by the police ip 


erys.-— , 


It cannot be said that every Indian police officer commits a on 
le: are, 


persons undér arrest for getting confessions out of them. ‘uc 


it 18 believed, often -induced to make 0 . Poh otiess ii ileal sd 
and such other means. 6 confessions ‘by tempt » Sweet .w 


Some people confess owt.of mere fear. We admit: that 
the authorities are not i peop ess out of mere fear | 


the evil will not be rem 


gate cases independently .of confessions. Although ‘the police ‘sh uch 
; : ; aa rm i pouce nas ™m 
Pp tae yet in ‘the mufassal it is not yet in ‘pia places free-frem blame. 


: o— eye of the Government ‘is always required on the police. People 


exist in order to be exaggerated, FE ail 
BO Very. g : ence ‘in these 
matters knows that Fie y: man who hes experi 


h of the pr ai in the. y is due to 
the oppressiveness of the police. prevalent discontent in .the.country 1s due 


wishers of the country are sorry to see how thefts 


India, the Basumali [Calcutta] of the 18th March 


J, Sxaggerate misdeeds committed by the police, butthe misdeeds must 


rz 


bes 
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u favour of securing confessions by police officers, But 
oved so long as pclice officers are not made to inveasti- 
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13. The Bindi Bangavost [Calcutta } of the 20th March asks if the Bengal 


Government cannot mansge to appoint a shikarg 
7 7 .. e . ° ° 2 | Kare 
Correa and the Matre® to kill wild animels which do so much damage in 


the various places of the province as the Madrag 
Government has done for the districts of South Kanara. 


(b)—— Working of the Courts. 


14. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March is glad at the upshot of 
ai the Dumraon Raj Case. It would have been 
ee unseemly and improper fur Government to stand 
security in @ private case. — 
15. The Bangavas (Calcutta) of the 1th March in referring to the 
official statement in Council that advocates will 
Defonce of undefended accused. 16 engaged at the public cost for undefended 
accused in murder cases in all the provinces, asks the Government of India 


to see from time to time that action is systematically taken by District 
Magistrates in this direction, and that the benevolent intentions of Government 
are not frustrated by the apathy of ite local agents. : 

15A. Referring to the question of the Hon’ble Moulvi Syed Shamsul 


: Huda in the Imperial Legislative Council and the 

— = those accused of renly of the Hon'ble Mr. Earle thereto regarding 
oo the arrangement made and to bo made in the 
different provinces of India for defending the poor accused’ in murder cases 
at the expense of Government, the Atndi Bangavasi | Calcutta] of the 20th 
March says that the Viceroy should see now and then that the arrangement is 
given actual effect to, 

16, The Nayak [Calcutta } of the 19th March writes as follows :— 


| The influence of the goddess of discord 
an? ane counsel in now seems to be paramount in the Sessions Court of 

: Dacca and the High Court of Calcutta. Messrs. 
Garth and Dass, Counsel at Dacca, quarrelled. Messrs. Dutt and Kenrick also 
are quarrelling over the Midnapore Damage suit. The quarrel between Messrs, 
Dass and Garth has come toan end, but that between Messrs, Dutt and 
Kenrick is sometimes smouldering and sometimes bursting out into a flame. 
Mr. Kenrick is only complaining of loss of dignity aud saying many 
things against Mr. Dutt. The Hon’ble Mr. Justice Fletcher is keeping 
both sides under check and enjoying the fun. Our pleasure is two-fold, the © 
pleasure of hearing and the pleasure of reading. What harm if in this stale and 
vapid time the luw-court supplies fresh and tasteful spices? What is to be 
regretted is that we ure unable to give full translations: of all these things. 
Want of space on the one hand and fear of law on the other prevent us from 
doing so. it is somewhat wrong to meke extracts from the proceedings of * 
case Instead of reporting them wholesale. This is what makes us hesitate. 


17, The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 21st March has the following regarding 
| , the congestion of work in the Calcutta High 

F 4 High Court for Eastern Ogyrt :— 
cum | ‘here is quite a plethora of cases in the High 
Court and fifteen judges now appear to be unable to cope with the work. But 
it is not possible to get in more judges unless by fresh Parliamentary legisla- 
tion, and so the Pioneer sugyests the opening of a High Court at Dacca. Well, 
when Bengal bas been cut into two by you, it is alljbut certain that you will 
keep nothing entire in this luckless c.untry. Cutthe University into two and 
cut the High Court as well. The present “ glut” of cases in the High Court 1s 
due to the political cases which are being tried there now. ‘These cases are 
making the Government spend some nine or ten lakhs of rupees every year, 
interfering with the regular work of the High Court, and diverting the 
attention of the pclice trom their ordinary duties. And all this is being done 
with the « bject of putting down the annoyance caused by a few boys, lf over 
and above these things you establish a High Court at Dacca ona plausible 
excuse and thus make the Partition of Bengal a more pronounced affair, what 
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| ? The empire belongs to you, it is your subjects that the 
oad 708 p# do whatever you please. But we feel hurt if you 


speak nonsense and raise groundless pleas. 


: (d)— Education. 


on the necessity of the Hindus to improve their national 
= paar Preserve and calling on = a specially the 

The Hindu University. Marwaris of Calcutta, to help by money contribu: 
tions the cause of the Hindu University proposed by Pandit Madan Mohan 
Malaviya, the Bharat Mitra (Calcutta | of the Isth March observes :— 

A calamity has befallen the Hindus. The authorities are patting the back 
of the Muhammadans in every matter. The Hindus are no longer enjoying 
the respect that they did before in Afghanistan where although His 
Majesty the Amir is not giving them any trouble, the Muhammadans there 
are oppressing them in various ways. — Considering the present relation 
betwecn the Hindus and Muhammadans in India to-day if the furmer fail to 
combine in matters of national interest evil days are in store for them in the 
near future. 


19. The Bharat Mitra emcee of the 18th March notices the efforts of 
overnment towards improving the agriculture of 


The Agricultural Department | \ 
the country and comparing the vast studies made 


and Kesearch Institutes 


in it by America, points out that the head of the Agricultural Department - 


there is himself an experienced farmer and considers that a similar policy 
should be adcpted in this country where the cultivators, according to European 
savants, have to learn nothing new from the Europeans, 

20. The Hindi Bangavust | Calcutta] of the 20th March says that Govern- 

ment spends about 20 lakhs on research, etc., but 
sie how wany cultivators are aware of the beneficent 
object of Government ? 
~ 21. The Al Panch (Bankipore} of the 24th February and 3rd March 
Education of the dopressed Suggests the opening of a school by the Muham- 
classes, ' madans for the depressed classes of the Hindus. 

22. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 16th March in referring to the case of 
Sridhar Ray, the Sanskrit College student who was 
arrested’ for the recent Sikdarbagan murder end 
subsequently let off, but who has nevertheless been refused re-admission to the 
college, asks if the authorities want this lad to swell the ranks of budmashes as 
he is certain to do if he is not allowed to prosecute his studies. Let Mr. Kiichler 
look to this boy’s future, ; | Cae 

23. The Hilavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March is glad to see that the 
University has been just enough to permit Sushil 
Kumar Sen, an accused in the Alipore Bomb 
caso who was subsequently acquitted, to appear at the last Matriculation 
Examiuation. | | 

¢4. The Al Panch [Bankipore] of the 24th February and the 3rd March 

Cuiiiech tie Winciiiin wake pase the attention of the Local Government to the 
eS. act that since the introduction of the Matriculation 
samaiuation, the teachers who serve as guards of the examination hall (most of 
peg come from private and aided schools) do not get any remuneration 
w : e under the old system (when the examination fee was only Rs, 10 and 
not Ks. 12 as at present) they used to get something for their labour. The 
paper says that Government has abolished forced labour among the illiterate, 
i the literate are now being impressed to such labour by the Calcutta 

niversity. | 

25. ‘The Sanjivani Geteaite of - 16th March is afraid pet the creation 
The proposed Aligath University, 2: “2° new Moslem University will aggravate the 
eae ae . oe _ existing differences between’ Hinde and Moslem. 
re ~ 6 deuominational schools for the two cominunities with adyan- 

is alike oth parties, but with different universities there would cease to be any 
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meeting ground for the two classes of students. The Aligarh atmosphere wil} 
mould tne character and opinions of Musalmans, who will have no Opportunity 
of being liberalised by contact with outside educational influences. | 

26. ‘Tue Muhammadi (Calcutta) of the 17th March dwells on the dis. 
advantage at which Musalman students are placed 
by having to og two languages Persian and 
Arabic as againet one, viz., Sanskrit which Hindus have to get up. The 
result: is that most of them have taken to studying Urdu—to their ultimate 
spiritual ruin—for thereby they lose all chance of coming into contact with 
educated Maulvis, Furthermore, a gocd many Moslems are now taking to 
the study of Sanskrit; that means their denationalization. : 


Moslem educational questions. 


27. The Mutammadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March complains that the 


question paper on Persian and Arabic set at the 
last Matriculation Examination was stiffer than 
the papers in other second languages. In the first place, save in one instance, 
no alternative questions were set as was done in the case of Sanskrit. ‘I'hen 
the students wero asked to give the biographies of two quite unimportant 
persons, whose lives it is not proper to expect them to be familiar with. A 
question on parsing was put which the students regard as very difficult. 
Further, a question on history was interpolated in this paper on language (vide 
question 9) and no directions were given asto the language in which the 
answer was to be written. Lastly, the passeges set for translation iuto Persian 
were mostly difficult. } 

28. Keferring to the recent action of the Allahabad University in 
substituting a simple Persian course for a mixed 
Perso-Arabic course in its syllabus of studies, the 
Muhammad (Caleutta] of the 17th March remarks that after this, the burden 
on Musalman students in the Bengals will be comparatively heavier than in the 
United Provinces, Js there nobody to attend tothe grievances of Bengal 
Moslem students ? | 

29. Referring to the Convocation address of the Vice-Chancellor of the 

: Calcutta University, the Nayak {Calcutta} of the, 
21st March writes :— 

Dr. Mukerjee expresses bis regret that the ancient history, science and 
philosophy of India are not prized by Indians so much as they are by 


A Universit y complaint. 


A University complaint. 


‘‘Ashutosh at the Convocation.” 


Europeans. And there is no doubt that Dr. Mukerjee is not the only person — 


tv lament tl circumstance, if indeed it be really as he thinks. But we should 
think that there are still noble-minded men in this country, though 
Dr. Mukerjee and the English-educated community may not care to be aware 


_ of their existence, who are engaged in reviving the ancient saséras of India. 
These. great men do not perhaps belong to the .Asiatic Society nor care to — 


trumpet forth their noble efforts, but they are rendering good service to their 
country none the less. It must, however, be admitted thatthe number of such 
men is very small. And who but the English-educated Babu community can 
be responsible for this ? Our alien rulers are no doubt to be blamed for this 
to some extent, but the whole blame cannot be laid on their shoulders. Tor 
it must be borne in mind that in spite of their professing to be the .saviours 
of India, they are a nation of traders whose first object in coming to this 
country is to carry on their trade. ‘T'hey will care to impart just as much 
education to the Indian people 9s is necessary for them (the rulers) to carry 
on the work of administration. But itis against human nature to be satisfied 
with trade and trade alone, and hence our rulers now and then evince a dezire 
to find out the great truths hidden in the now little cared-for science end 
peacvophy of ancient India, It is our own .countrymen—the English-educated 

abus—who are mainly responsible for the absence of oriental research. 

the old times our savants used to be poor—nuy to take pride in their poverty. 
Their poverty never made them lose their dignity and respect. But the 
aristocracy of learning has now given way to the aristocracy of wealth. We 
now call a man versed in Sunskrit a Pandit ; but if a person has got even & 
smattering knowledge of English we give him.a higher place than a Pandit, 
No wonder, therefore, that Pandits, what with the greed of wealth and what 
with the scant respect they receive from their countrymen, should now care 
litle or nothing for Sanskrit learning. ‘The result is that sons ahd grandsons 
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t scholars are now getting an English education, Consequently, 
have now fallen into discount. If Dr. Mukerjee can, during 


of great Sanskri 


ag eee orship, strew the path of English education in this country 


we should say that he would do a great service not only to India 
but to the whole world. If once the evil influence of English education lays 
“a hold upon the minds of the people of this country, it will not be possible 
rs = wg to get real education any more. We have in these columns tried 
ae than once to explain the evil that Western education is doing to this 
seine. But like temperance lectures delivered to a confirmed drunkard our 
ways been in vain. , 
A a of his speech Dr. Mukerjee says, ‘‘ There is after all no valid 
reason to believe that the Indians of old times were an altogether perfect and 
ideal people.” We admit that every Indian of old was not a perfect and ideal 
person. But we can confidently say, and w+ are prepared to verify our 
assertion by proofs, that if perfection was attained anywhore in the world it 
was in India. Has anyone ever seen in the world a single instance of the 
austerities qnd self-restraint which our Brahmans used fo practise in the ancient 
times and which some of them do practise still? A little thinking would have 
helped Dr. Mukerjee in finding out that whatever good we Undians do in the 
world is moved by an inspiration from the Almighty. Induction and 
deduction have no place, properly so-called in Indian philosophy. ur shasiras, 
our science, our politics, and our sociology had all their origin in divine 
inspiration, and there is no man ou earth who can find out a single error in any 
of them. What our Réshis said ten thousand years ago holds good even now. 
We do not agree with Dr. Mukerjee in thinking that the indiscriminate 
admirer of the past becomes an unfair critic of the present. It is because we 
are wanting in a blind faith in the past, it is because we do not. believe the 
Vedas to be the word of God, it is because we do not think the Purans and 
Tantras to be free from. errors, that we have now fallen so low. And how 
shall we look upon the present ? Can we not see that everywhere, be it in our 


own country or in foreign lands, spread of education means nothing but a 


sham, a deceit? Ifyou want to find out a truithful man now you must seek 
among the unlettered Bhils and Sonthals. We fail to see what harm there can 
possibly be in one’s thinking one’s ancestors to have been men who used to 
hold communion with God. Such an idea of the past glory of one’s ancesturs 
would rather save one from the downward path. , : 


(e¢)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


380. The Sanjivani Caleatia) of the 1€th March, in refer:ing to a recent 
A slaughter house in Dinajpar, Otficution in the astern benzal and Assam 
slaughter house in Dinajpar. 44, acquiring ten cottahs of land at Fateganj in 


Dinajpur for a slaughter-house, asks “ Is the number of beef-eaters in Dinajpur 


so large as to require a slaughter house ?” 


(9)—Railways and Communications, including Canals and Irrigation. 


 )) 


o 


and says such a thing should be put a stop to. 


32. Referring to the fone Ph the orderly of the Hon’ble Khan 

, &hadur Sarfaraz Husain is reported to h b 
Ihe f : rep ave deen 
Roeder” ie ‘Haseias obliged by a European railway officer to ride on 
the foot-board of a train from one station to 


orderly, 
~ another 


board of a train. 


ar hg offenders like the above rail 


l. The Tirhut Samachar (Muzaffarpur ] of the 16th March notices the 


Assault by a Railway Engineer, 882ult of the Engineer of the East Indian Railway 
on @ servant of the Hon’ble Mr. Sarfaraz Husain, 


rule, This rule was established jn this country with the help of 
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its inhabitants, and its prosperity depends on their goodwill. We hope that 
this time the offender will be punished publicly and not privately and in such 
a manner as really to prevent recurrence of such offences. - 


33. The Aitavadi | Calcutta] of the 17th March is amazed at the statement 
ae recently made in Council by Sir T. Wynne that 

in high posts 02 JTndians would be employed in higher. railwa 
posts when they are found fit. What leads him 


Indians 


to think they are unfit now? 


34. The Litavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March points out that threo 
daye before Sir T’. Wynne stated in Council that 


Replies to questions. the Agent of the Kast Indian Railway had issued 


instructions which would prevent a recurrencé of incidents like those between 
Mr. Chesney and Mr. Hassan Imam, an orderly of the Hon’ble Sarfaraz Husain 
Khan was humiliated most dangerously. How then can it be expected that 
the Agent’s instructions will be-of any use? 


35. The Prasun | Katwa] of the 17th March in the ccurse of reflections 
suggested by the construction of the new Hooghly- 
Katwa Railway remarks that these railways in 
India do more harm than good. It is true that 
they furnish employment fora number of Khalasis and Barkandazes, but on 
the other hand, thousunds of bighas of land are thrown out of cultivation 
wholly or partially. The natural drainage of the country is interfered with, 
resulting in damage to crops and public health. 
36. The MNihar [Contai] of the 21st March says that long ago there 
were gates in the sluice lying near the Akagedya 
and Charchaikhia villages at the junction of the 
Orissa Coast canal and the drainage canal which passes through Maheshpur, 
Sankomundi, Vasudevpur, Naskarpur, Purulia, Digha Durmut, Charchaikhia, 
Akagedya and other villages. But owing to the want of such gates water now 
freely passes into and out of the neighbouring fields and thus does great harm 
to cultivation on them, These fields are very low and, consequently, crops 
standing on them are greatly injured by water from the canal accumulating 
on them. ‘The sluice consists of three culverts and can be easily provided 
with gétes. ‘I'he local people have petitioned the authorities in the matter. 


It is hoped that Government will win the gratitude of the people by removing 
their grievance. ; 


Evils of railway construction 
in India. j 


The Akagedya sluice. 


(h) — General. 


3¢. Referring to the murder of Srish Chandra Chakraverty, the Alpanch 
Capital punishment for volitical L>@Dkipore) of the 24th February and érd March 
sobhadian * of Pow says that political murders are due to lenient 
: sentences, and suggests that capital punishment 
alone should be the sentence on conviction in cases of political robberies. = 

38. Referring to the question in Council of the Hon’ble Maharajadhira) 

The | Mabarajadhiraj of Of Burdwan on the two cases in which Mr. Hassan 
Burdwan's interpellation on insult Imam and the Hon’ble Mr. Allabux Khan were 
of sageene by Europeans. insulted by a railway officer and nilitary officer, 

. respectively, the Samy [Calcutta] of the 12th March says :— 

We are glad that the cases attracted the notice of the authorities and 
the offenders were punished. But the nature of their punishment ought to 
have been made public ; for these people would have known that Government 
is not indifferent to such cases and the punishment also would have acted as 
a deterrent to other Europeans disposed to insult Indians. — 

‘39, The Basumati. Calcutta} of the 18th March writes as follows on 
the Hon’ble Mr. Gokbale’s resolution to raise an 
extra loan of two millions to constitute an opium 
; fund or to be devoted to non-recurring expenditure 
on Education, Sanitation, and Medical relief, and the Hon’ble Mr, Meston’s 
reply to it :— 

We are of opinion that in this disease-ridden country sanitation deserves 
the primary consideration, and that education comes only next to sanitation. 
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‘hilo Mr. Meston’s objection to raising an unproductive 
As regards the Oe hospitals, we ask if it is always ad viantile to deal with 
— ie of an administration with an eye to profit and loss. The peoplo 
ever YF country are grateful to the Government for the grants which have 
ag de for education and sanitation. But unfortunately they are not 
ane TOR sufficient. We are unable to realise the force of Mr. Meston’s 
somes that the surplus should, in the absence of a very pressing need, 
i ent in reducing the debt of the Government of India. ‘lhe existence 
i’ abt -s no excuse on the part of a paternal Government for depriving its 
children of education and sanitary help. Moreover, the Government of 
Indja’s debt is very small as compared with the debt of any other civilised 


Government, and there is also necessity for reducing this debt. 


4). Referring to the Hon’ble Mr. Earle’s statement in Council that - 


subsidised newspapers are necessary because 
The Hon'ble Mr. Earlo on the oydinary Bengali newspapers preach sedition and 
ee oe make unjust attacks on the Government, the Sama 
Icutta] of the 12th March says :— oS 
se ~<a beter has awed much. May be there was a time when 
some of the Bengali newspapers used to have recourse to the vilification of the 
Government for increasing their circulation. But that time is past. Honest 
criticism is no vilification, and we do not think that whoever points out the 
shortcomings of officials preaches sedition. ‘The necessity for newspapers ceases 
if they are not allowed to be conducted independently and to point out, in the 
public interest, the faults of all classes of people, official and non-official. Govern- 
ment is at liberty to have any number of subsidised newspapers for itself, but we 
are unable to make out why it should wound the feelings of ordinary Bengali 
newspapers by speaking ill of them. 

41. From the fact that subsidised newspapers are going to be published 
simultaneously in other provinces as well as in 
Bengal, the Sanjivani (Calcutta | of the 16th March 
surmises that the responsibility for this policy lies with the Government of India, 
and that the Government of Bengal have been unwilling agents in the matter 
and as such deserve no blame, | 

42, The Sanjivani | Calcutta) of the 16th March wants to let Government 
know that as for itself it is not its aim to bring 
me Government into disrepute. It regards it its duty 
to criticise when it thinks Government is wrong. If, however, such criticism 
is held unjustifiable, it is always ready with pleasure to publish an Oficial 
version explaining Government’s motives, etc. So there is no need for spend- 
ing public money on subsidising a particular newspaper. There is no paper 
but would gladly = an account of any good act Government may do 
from time to time, if press communtqués to that effect are issued. 

43, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 17th March is sorry, that even after 
hearing all that Mr. Earle had to say in Gouncil in 
defence of the policy of establishing a subsidised 
newspaper in Bengal, it has to remain unconvinced. It is doubtful if the 
views of such a newspaper will be credited by the public at all, Save in the 
contingency of Rai Narendra Nath being léft no independence at all in the 
presen of his opinions, cases are bound to occur from time to time when 

: Rai Bahadur’s personal views, though differing from those of Government, 
in nevertheless be accepted as those of the latter. How will this paper 
thie duestions social wherein Government now is strictiy neutral? | Will 
: 18 paper keep silent when Hindu-Moslem questions are to the fore? Then 
= circumstances are bound to occur from time to time when the paper will 

1 . taken into the confidence of Government regarding its motives. How 
Wi Thie eo in such a case explain official measures satisfactorily ? 

eM seca A 
oy bs) its success or failure be judged ? 
irculation will be absent in the present case, 


a ill a of the vernacular press have been descanted on at large. 
by the wan are not strictly confined to the vernacular press, but are shared 
thee a estern press also to a large extent, And, after all, the existence of 

MOIS is largely & matter of opinion, For, it is well-known that even 


Subsidised newspapers. 


The subsidised paper. 


The subsidised paper. 


he only safe test of increasing 


of subsidising is said to be | yg J an experimental one, But | 
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Mr. Gladstone and the Duke of Buckingham (Governor of Madras at the 
time) differed from Lord Lytton as regards the necessity of the Vernacular 
Press Act of 1879. | 

And even if the existence of these demerits be conceded, the way to fight 
them as suggested by Government is nut the properone. At present what 
these papers say can be ignored, but henceforth there will be a constant wordy 
tight in progress with the official organ. Will that be good? Government 
has referred at large to the defects of the Vernacular papers. But have they 
no merits at all worth speaking of ? 

It would be both economical and efficacious if the official side of a case 
were stated in the columns of the existing papers, by means of communigués. 
This will have the additional advantage of keeping Government free from all 
participation in discussion on social questions. 


44. The Muhammad: | Calcutta | of the 17th March writes :— 


Tho sul sidised paper. Government has resolved to subsidise news- 


papers to plead in its own: behalf in all the 
provinces from Baluchisthan to Dacca. These papers will come into bein 


and will exist through offic:al patronage and yet will not be known as official 
papers. ‘The editors and conductors of these papers have settled everythin 
as to what they are to give and to receive. Having temporarily transferred 
to the keeping of Government, in return for money, all their own individual 
opinions, they now with hearts devotedly attached to Government and with 
voices husky with emotion are going about saying: “1 shall do whatever 
thou makest me do.” | 

It is needless to say that a good deal of money will be spent by Govern- 
ment for such newspapers. Mr. cen of the Mirror alone will pocket Rs. 62,500 
per annum. On the lines of Mr. Sen’s Sulabh Samacair, the Jagadvarta will 
be issued from Bom ay—Government will subscribe 10,000 copies of it and 
spend Rs. 15,000 thereon ‘The Government of the United Provinces are 
spending Ks. 2,400 per annum on an Urdu paper styled the Azzd. The 
Government of Eastern Bengal also is not going to fall behind iu the race, and 
it also has resolved to bring out a paper, rather it would be more correct to 
say, to cause a paper to be brought out by another at its cost and by its orders; 
and it wi!l spend Rs. 20,000 per year to sub-cribe to 10,000 copies of it. The 
Baluchistan Gazette is now receiving Rs. 820 a year. Besides these, we 
cannot furnish a list of other papers like the Afghan whizh were or are subsi- 
dised. From what we have given, the reader will see that the sum total has 
exceeded a lakh. | 

The Hon’ble Mr, Earle in reply to a question by the Raja Bahadur of 
Dighapatia stated that in England all shades of opinions are represented in the 
press. But in India, all the papers sing the same tune. ‘The vernacular press 
rarely supports the official views of things, The Hon’ble Mr. Earle expressed 
some sorrow when he made this statement. In the interests of truth, we 
cannot help expressing our sympathy with his sorrow. We should have been 
more happy if, in order to achieve this purpose, each of the Local Governments 
had brought out in the local vernacular a paper of its own. At the same time, 
in the interests of truth, it has also to be acknowledged that Government 
itself is mostly to blame for the fact that official views and arguments in 
support thereof do uot appear in or are supported by the vernacular papers. In 
many Instances no steps are taken at all to inform us as to official facts and as to 
the reasons therefor. We believe Government would easily have been able 
to accomplish its purpose if it had behaved with the vernacular papers with 
some little sympathy. roy 

From a reply to a question in Council we learn that the papers will be 
distributed among Panchatts, schools, pathsalas, thanas, policemen, etc. But 
then many vernacular newspapers are carefully kept away from schools and 
colleges because they smeil ever so little of politics. Government has 
been repeatedly urging in a general way that students should be kept aloof 
from politics. Soin the present instance by resolving to place newspapers 
discussing politics in their hands, Government is not at all keeping up any 
consistency between its professions and action. | 
| There are many things to urge against. this system, most of which have 
been discussed in Cuuncil: But unfortunately the Hon’ble Mr. Huda, our 
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‘tative, said nothitig on behalf of our own community ond 
h “ poy i a injurious to our seciety and went against the views of 
pes ted Moslems. How can we restraim our sorrow that beimg our own 
pass 8 he did not represent to Government our special grievance in 
i, matter 2 On behalf of Moslems our special ground for o ection is that 
in both the Bengals, the editorship has been vested in Hindu ls. Every- 
e understands that with a large. circelation like this guaranteed the con- 
ductore will be great gainers in a business sense. ‘The Musalman has equal 
laim with the Hindu on Government money, so every one must admit that 
it has been unworthy of the impartiality and sense of duty on the part of 
the British Government to have overlooked the claims of Musalman in both 
the Bengals. ‘Then as to 5 ge Rai Narendra N ath Sen is half a Buddhist 
and half a Theosophbist religion, ‘The religious and social views: he 
advocates in his paper are often most revolutionary. Is it wrong to apprehend 
that Moslem youths and students studying arguments in favour of such 
views will gradually come to lose faith in their own religion? On the 
other hand, it has been distinctly stated by Government that the new paper 
will be conducted on the lines of the Jndtan Mirror. Everybody knows that 
this paper on many oecasions in many serious questions has proved antagonistic 
to Musalmans. Its political views are in many instances not in accord with 
Moslem views. That supported by our money, Narendra Baba should wield 
his pen against our commupity, and will try to-create m the minds of our 
youth and boys an idea that his views are the right ones—against all this the 
Musalmans as a community protest emphatically. The editorship and manage- 
ment of the paper that is to be started at Dacca should at least have been 
placed in Musalman hands—if Government so directs we can supply scores 
of competent Musalman editors. There is no dearth in- our community even 
of men who can look back. on an editorial experience running up to twenty or 
twenty-five years. A reference to the character of the population of Eastern 
Bengal only strengthens this demand for placing the conduct of the Dacca 
paper in anhaes hends. A newspuper like the Sulabh Samachar will strike 
hard blows at Musalman religious observances, .Musalman a interests 
and social usages—their interests and rights will be trampled upon—this truth 
it is. the bounden duty of a Moslem editor loudly to proclaim. | 

The paper concludes with a few lines reproaching Mr. Shams-ul Huda 
for his aspersions on editors of vernacular papers. | 

45, <Anent tie question of subsidised newspapers, the Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the 18th March thinks that Govern: 
ment has proceeded too far now to recede. But 
can Government say that critivisms of its action. which the vernacular press 
indulge in are not good both for itself and the country ? And. farther could 


these papers have refused to publish official communiqués defending Govern- 
ment sent to tiem for publication ? | 


46. The Rataakar (Asansole} of the 14th March agrees with the Prasun 
The Salad Besieher. of Katwa that.the Sulabh: Samachar will. be a. very 


ee useful publication in the country, specially 4s. it 
es be conducted by a great man and journslist like Rai Narendranath. Sen 
adur. 


The subsidised: paper. 


47. The Bharat Mitra ponenite) of the 18th March is of opinion: that 

Subsidy to newspapers although the Government expect good from the 

feats policy of subsidising newspapers: which has been 

a ae ge by even the Anglo-Indian papers it would benefit the. proprietors 

3 such papers alone, and if that be the object ~ should the other papers be 
t 


ry shh of that benefit? To start u paper like the above is simply to court 


48. he Minds Bangavast [Calcutta] of the 20th March asks the followiny 
ee ee in this connection :— 
eer _ Does-the Government think that the criticisms 
ie: potions which appear in native papers are really such as can be 
ontradicted ? Do not these criticisms tend towards the good of both the 
rulers and the ruled ? 


a 
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Hiypr Baweavasr, 
Mar, 20th, 1911, 


. A | ° ° 5 3 £44, : 
failed to publish each ¢ nother point is, have the editors of these papers ever | 


ontradictions when sent to them by the Government ? 
“1 errangement like this is much more economical, ae en . | 


Nayak, 
Mar. 19th, 1911, 
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_ 49, The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 19th March writes as follows :— 


| Government servants are not permitted 

Re ” Pg a en write in newspapers. _ But we heer that Pindite:of 
servants. the Sanskrit College, Deputy Magistrates, High 
Court Judges and pensioners will regularly write in the Sulabh Samachar and 
be paid for doing so. Will the income-tax authorities levy income-tax ‘on 
these perquisites? At the present time pandtis are earning money by thousands 
by raising a particular caste to a higher caste. Why should not income-tax be 
levied on this money ? Will poor shop-keepers alone bear thé whole brunt of 
the tax ? Again, as the Sulabh Samachar will bea paper of loyalty, mo one will 
lose his caste by writing in it. Ou the contrary, it will increase the lustre of 
his loyalty. Something will also be earned by writing a few sentences. What 
a nice machine Government has set up! Itching of the palm and want of 
money will be removed at one and the same tims, and there will be an 
se ae of becoming a great loyalist. Harrah! 

50. The Bargavass [Calcutta | of the 17th March, after pointing out that 

a Mr. B. N. Basu has no claim to speak on matters 

The subsidised paper. pertaining to the Hindu religion, goes on to 
support his recent views expressed in Council on the subsidised paper. ‘This 
paper, being another edition of the Indian Mirror, will be surely an opponent 
of the Hindu religion, Will not that mean Government departing from its 
attitude of neutrality in matters religious? ‘The idea that the vernacular papers 
as a body misrepresent Government is no longer true : the few which did have 
ceased to exist. The new law will deal with papers offending in this respect 
in the future. Indeed, as to that, there are certain Anglo Indian papers 
which misrepresent the public to Government. Let Government issue com- 
muntqués to the vernacular papers explaining its. motives. All will be glad 
to publish them. ‘lhis will be a cheap way of attaining its end. lf there: be 
ay particular newspaper which has misrepresented Government, and, if a 
remedy is necessary, let a method be applied which will not interfere with tho 
religious neutrality of the Government as the starting of the subsidised Sulubh 
Samachar will, 

51. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 18th March says that the Hon’ble 
Mr, Earle’s argument in support of giving 

subsidies to newspapers by frovincial Govern- 

ments is altogether unsouad and that he has given 
evidence of incomparable ignorance and stupidity by including all news- 
papers in one class. Whatcan newspapers gain by opposing every action 
of the Government? There is no want of weapons in the haniis of the 
authorities, and one cannot say a few words against even an Hon’ble Member 
like Mr. Gokhale with impunity. In this state of things will it be just to 
waste Rs, 98,400 annually out of the hard-earned money of the people in 
eubsidising newspapers? Again, if what Mr. Earle has said is true, will a 
single subsidised paper be sufficient to safeguard the interests of a Provincial 
Government? There is none so mad in this country as will not acknowledge 
the benefits which the British Government has conferred on it. And yet it 
is on the supposition that such people do exist that the scheme of subsidising 
newspapers is based. : : 

The writer next supports the Hon’ble Babu Bhupendranath Basu’s 
motion that the amount of subsidy sanctioned by the Bengal Government 
to the Sulabh Samachar should be deducted from the Government of India’s 
annual grant to that Government, and takes the Hon’ble Mr. Dadabhoy to 
task for opposing this motion. It is a great mistake on which the Bengal 
Government is acting in this matter, and it is hoped that the question will 
be reconsidered by the Government of India, gee a 

The alternative proposal made by un Hon’ble Member to the effect that 
all newspapers should be compelled to publish views of the Government on 
all matters is better than subsidising a newspaper. Will not the Government 
reconsider the matter, now that it properly realises that the very educated 
community which it seeks tv influence with a subsidised newspaper is opposed 
to the very existence of such a paper ? Ce 

52. The Hindusthan [Calcutta] of the 15th March says that India will 

~. _ gladly bear every reasonable item of expenditure 
Dortar,  % he Coronation iniconnection with the Coronation Durbar, But no 
one will support waste or unnecessary expenditure. 


The cost of subsidised news- 
papers, 


t. Sid: j 
_ Delhi heid by Lord Curzon was marked with great osten- 
The prays he | < ais ya BP ” subarats arrangements for amusements and 
tation and pom But now that the King-Emperor himself is coming 


angements are not at all required. It is surprising to learn 
p ee be ry Takhe and 88 thousand rupees has been estimated as the cost of 
tha brian Provincial Governors and guests. in the ensuing Durbar. nae 
ta 53, The Sanjivant [Calcutta] of the 16th March thanks Lord Hardinge 


hostels. | outeome of His Excellency’s recent personal inspec- 
tion of the miserable conditions of life now maintained in these hostels. 


54. The Hitavadi (Caleutta; of the 17th March while holding the new 


system of Provincial contracts an improvement 
The new Provincial cont-actss = 4) the old onc, as conferring greater independence 
on Local Governments, suggest that larger revenues should be placed at the 
disposal of these Governments, to be utilised in promoting elucation, sanitation, 
etc, After all Provincial revenues belong primarily to the Local Govern- 
ments, and the proper arrangement should be for the Imperial Government 
to be financed by @ percentage contribution from each of them. The new 
system leaves the Local_Governments in the same state of pecuniary difficulties 
as before. 

55. The Hitavadt { Calcutta] of the 17th March, in referring to the fact 
brought out by Mr. K. B. Dutt in Council that 
more than 200 employés on an average have 
been dismissed annnally from the Bengal Secretariat Press since February 
1907, hopes that an inquiry will be made by Government into the matter, and 
recalls how, some years ago, the dismissal of 39 employés from the Rangoon 
Government Press brought on an inquiry into its management, 

56. The Hitavudi [Calcutta] of the 17th March ridicules the action of 
the census authorities in Calcutta in printing 
model census forirs filled in for the guidance of 
illiterate people, oblivious of the fact that illiterate people cannot take 
advantage of instructions conveyed in those printed forms, 

o7, Expenditure, says the Bharat Mitra , Calcutta of the 18th March, is 
growing on every side and-any One proposing its 
reduction is never listened to. Along with the 
increase 1n military expenditure, subsidies to newspapers, the charges for prosecut- 
ing political offenders, the home charge’, etc , are also increasing and no one pays 
any attention towards reducing them. ‘1'aking the political prosecutions, it would 
appear that the Advocate-General alone received three lakhs during the year 
and the total expenditure on account of such cases increased by about five lakhs 
and fifty-six thousand. What an enormous increase? The amount of a lakh 
and sixty-six thousand set apart for paying compensation for dearness of 
provision to low-paid officers was also absorbad in the judicial charges ! 

08. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta | of the 18th March is much pleased with 

Ds slik Aided acs Wk the action of Sir John Hewett in abolishing the 
Provinces. m roe nee octroi duties in the municipalities in which they 
50 are levied at present, 

- Referring to the release of Pindi Das seventeen months be‘ore his 

Didcees it Bek Bia t:me on account of his good conduct, the Bharaé 
Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th March asks if it is 
ecessary to thank the Government for this ‘remission of sentence also ?) 

60. The Basumats [Calcutta] of the 18th March writes as follows: —. 

Sir Charles Bayley and the When in 1908 Sir Charles Bayley, Resident at 
Lieutenant.Governorship of East- Hyderabad, was appointed to officiate for Sir 
o Bengal and Assam. La PP : 
Senedl oni 4 : neelot Hare as Lieutenant-Governor of Eastern 
3 men sam we u ought that having no knowledge of Ben al he would 
by his ee in the hands of his Secreturies, But he falsified our suspicion 
of all J 8 : wise and sympathetic administration which won for him the gratitude 
fe Now he is a man well acquainted with the conditions of Kastern 
engal and A§sam, so that he is the fittest p d Sir Lancelot in 
© Licutenant-Governorship of that Tid thc Us cclaaion of OH Lae l 
are’s taking | p of that province. On tie occasion of Sir Lancelot 
g leave, the Anglo-Indian Press urged that Sir Herbert Risley 
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should be appointed to officiate for him. Bat at that time a well-known 4; 
public | m4 " eiplained to Lord Minto that Sir Herbert would not be ane 
manage the administration of the new province. A few days after Sir Charlo, 
Bayley was appointed to’ officiate for Sir Lancelot Hare, and the public tien 
above referred +o was informed by Colonel Dunlop Smith that the administra. 
tion of Eastern Bengal and Assam had been placed in very able hands, Wij) 
Sir Charles now disappoint those who hold him in such high esteem ? 

61. Referring to the atatewent made by Sir Edward Baker in reply to 

| the address presented to him by the local District 

Sir Edward Baker's Motihari Board at Motihari, to the effect that the anarchicg] 
speech and the repressive forces have to a great extent.subsided in Benga} 
° , A. 9 
although they are not yet dead, the Basumgi; 

[Calcutta] of the 18th March says :— 

The public of course have no means to know the facts which prove t, 
the Government that anarchiam is not yet dead in Bengal. ‘The murder of 
Head Constable Chakravarti and the throwing of a bomb into Mr. Cowley’, 
motor-car are very sudden and mysterious incidents, and the public are unable 
to make out what they signify. However that may be, it isadmitted on al] 
hands that the poisonous fangs of the anarchists have been drawn and the 
authorities have, by this time, most probably cowe to understand that the 
general public instead of having any sympathy with the anarchists, are deter. 
mined to extirpate them. In this state of things the repressive measures 
should by all means be withdrawn. These measures are unable even to touch 
the hair of anarchists. They simply create a lot of inconveniences for the 
loyal subjects of the British ray. If the Government coolly and impartially 
considers the matter and withdraws the penal laws, it will do real good to the 
country and earn the gratitude of the people. 

62. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 18th March writes as follows :— 

Government itself hag admitted that its costs 

Mid orernment's ecats in the in the Midnapore suit to the end of March will 
ee be three lakhs of rupees.: This comprises the costs 
of the suit in the High Court: only. What it did cost, to the Government in 
the lower court is not known. We fear that this method of spending mone 
is likely to lead to serious cons2quences instead of suppressing unrest. It 


peed hardly be said that many a work of public utility could have been under- 


taken in Midnapore with the money that has been spent over the suit. 
Besides this, why does the Government defray the cost of the defence of such 
a suit.? Of course, if a publio servant does anything unlawful. through mistake, 
Government may pay the cost.of his defence in Court. Again, the Howrah 
Gang Case has-cost the Government two lakhs of rupees. Such extravagant 
expenditure drains the public coffers and prevents the Government from 
undertaking many a necessary work of public utility, Moreover, suits like 
these do very little good. In the Midnapore case the Hon’ble Mr. Justice 
Fletcher has openly said that the defence is protracting the case. By doing 
so the defence loses nothing, but the plaintiffs are ruined. Besides this, 4 
remark like the above made by an Hon’ble Judge of the High Court does not 
redound to the glory of the Government. The extravagance in such cases 
can be greatly reduced even if it ig provided that the defendants must bear 
all the cost of defence subject to the condition that the Government will 
reimburse the money if they win. | ; 
63. Referring to the project of appointing an English expert on fisheries 
An expert on fisheries for | 
Bengal. March says :— 

; It a not appear that the expenditure of 4 
large sum of money on a Fisheries Commission has done any good to the 
country, and there is no ground for thinking that the appointment of an expert 
on fisheries will do any. The result of experiments, undertaken on the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioner of Fisheries has not yet been published, so that 
the new appointment will be thoroughly unjustifiable. 

64. ‘The Jagaran [Bagerhat] of the 19th March writesas follows:— 

As a result of the deliberations of the Salaries 
Commission, the salaries of the hard-worked and 
lowly-paid court amla have been slightly increased. It is, however, a ply 
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7c court peons has not yet attracted the notice of the 
that » eee oi : counts get pay ranging from Rs. 6 to Rs, 10. 
es knows nowadays how difficult it 1s for even a single man to make 
ee with Rs. 6 per month. Did not the great men composing 
a Salarien Commission know it? A court peon has got todo very respon- 
the F ties and to work extremely hard. ‘The fate of a suit often depends on 
a tt he submits, and he has also often to conduct sales of moveable 
eo te But, for the performanco of such duties he gets Rs. 6 per month 
yo anoes $ per day. Even a day labourer earns at least 8 annas by 
rd “kin for only 6 or 7 hours. It may be remarked that court peons are at 
Ibert 5 resion service if they consider their pay insufficient. But every one 
wot work as day-labourer. Want of strength, social, position, and such 
ran things often oblige men to starve a8 court peons rather than earn a 
bivelihood by working as day-labourers. Many court peons belong to 
respectable families, and some are very intelligent and educated even to the 
extent of helping in office work, But unfortunately they are obliged to work 
on miserable wages. Their only hope is to get a pension which, however, they 
seldom live long enough to secure, He must be a real friend of the Government 
who will come forward to remove the distress of court-peons. Postal peons get 
monthly salaries of from Rs. 9 to Rs. 10, and even more in large towns. There 
ig moreover a proposal to increase their salaries still more. But what have the 
court peons done that they will continue to be as miserable as ever? We hope 
that District Judges will try their best to see justice done to them in this 
matter. We shall again discuss this subject in a future issue, . 
65. Seeing the Empire ridiculing the idea of restoring Oudh to the 


descendants of the former ruler at the occasion of 
Restoration of Oudh to the 


—— correspondent of the Pzoneer, the Hindi Bangavass 


[Calcutta] of the 20th March asks if the suggestion deserves to be laid aside 
with ridicule only ? 


III.—LeEcIs.arion. 


66. The Jasohar | Jessore} of tho 11th March writes as follows :— 

Inthe Administration Report for 1909-10 it 
has been said, “There are already good grounds 
for believing that by means partly of successful 
prosecutions and partly of excelilent organisation and preventive action the 
anarchist movement has been paralysed at any rate for the present.” What 
then is the object of keeping the Seditions Meetings Act in force? Although 
two cases of anarchial crime have recently occurred in Calcutta, the authorities 
have come to understand that the public have not the least connection with 
the perpetrators thereof. The condition of India has entirely changed since the 
passing of the Seditious Meetings Act, so that it will not be,reasonable to 
re-enact the measure. There is not the least doubt that if the measure ceases 
to exist all men of light and leading in the country will be able to help the 
Government in matters of administration, 

67. Referring to the proposal to re-enact the Seditious Meetings Act and 
place it permanently on the statute book, the 
Nayak { Calcutta] of the 17th March says :— 
ea Whatever comes to India comes to stay, as, 
reap sap influenza, plague, beri-beri and even the Seditious Meetings Act. 
bs 4 Ms ? term of the Act was drawing toa close there occurred the murder 
7 ; o> ae and the bomb outrage at Writers’ Buildings. Although 
rea om di | not burst, it made it clear that the law could not be allowed 
cca Strike the iron while it is hot’ The moment these incidents 
- rred, the Statesman and the Indian Mirror raised the cry that the time had 

yet come for allowing the Seditious Meetines Act to lapse, and considering 
that these 5 ¢ 
reef pos tha sentiment of these latter. Itis true that the law relating to 
has b : gisiative Councils has been changed and the number of Indian members 
g Bees n increased. But for all that the Government has not parted with its 

peta! privileges. The Indian members of a Legislative Council have not the 
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ower to combine, nor by combining to convert the “yea” of a partionia: 
ficial into “nay” or “nay” into “yea”, There is, therefore, no cca 
doubt thet the Seditious Meetings Act will be re-enacted in the form desired by 
the Government. ae 

The Bengalce regrets that the Bill of the proposed enactment has not been 
published for public opinion. But we are not sorry for it, for we know that 
our protests have no value. Under the circumstances, it is mere waste of 
energy to express opinions, and it, moreover, brings on despondency and tends 
to deprive us of our eense of self-respect. Under the circumstances we are of 
opinion that our people should make no protests outside the Legislative 
Councils. The Hon’ble Indian Members of Councils are, of course, bound by 
duty, to express their opinions, and we do not object to their doing so. 

We should remember that it does not bespeak good sense or good intention 
on the part of the legislators to increase the rigour of the law. The power that 
is spent loses in quantity. If the provision or power to make a law is freel 
used, a satiety comes on soon and the powerrapidly decreases. It is, therefore, 
better not to oppose the whim of particular officials. Nay, the whim if there 
be no excitement (in the shape of opposition), is soon satisfied. Just as 
Alexander or some other great conqueror regretted that he had no more 
kingdoms to conquer and (so his thirst of his conquest died of itself) so the 
desire of the legislator to increase the rigour of the law should be allowed to be 
satisfied. As for ourselves, who are but birds confined in a cage; who are we 
to order gold cages or iron cages for ourselves? (ur present lot is to suffer 
bondage, our duty is to suffer the pangs of bondage quietly, ungrudgingly, and 
silently. If the wise legislators think after considering the past, present and 
future, that a sedition law ought to be passed, the Seditious Meetings Act should 
be harsh or lenient, we ought to say ‘‘Amen”. Besides this, if Brahminicide, 
bomb-throwing and the oppression of the innocent people can be stopped by 
making the Act permanent, we earnestly request the authorities to make it so 
and not to shrink from making it properly hard. If we can enjoy peace of 
mind, keep intact our household duties and. meet with no obstacles in the 
practice of our religion, we are ready to wear, without signs of pain, with 
smiling faces, even a string of scorpions round our necks. 

68. The Nayak ; Calcutta] of the 18th March recognises that the new 
Seditious Meetings Bill is a much milder measure 
than the existing Act. All the same, it says, we 
believe we have no right to discuss measures like this. For this isa measure 
which affec's the maintenance of the public peace, and wé are out of court there 
as we are not in possession of all the private information at the command of 
Government. But one thing we shall say: Legislation like this throws a serious 
doubt on the loyality of the people, Again, will the revolutionaries be 
checkmated by laws like this? They work in secret and no rigour of law will 
repress them. As Rabindra Nath Tagore has sung: ‘The more their bonds 
tighten, the more will our bonds slacken.” 

69. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 19th March writes as follows:— _ 
| The new law for suppressing seditious meetings 
will be born on Monday next. It is like getting 
a child through the blessing of a saint as used to happen in days of yore. 
No one has to suffer the pangs of child-birth, or take the trouble of bearing 
the child in the womb for ten months and ten days. The word is spoken and 
forthwith the cry of a new-born babe is heard and neighbours blow conch- 
shells (there is a practice amongst Hindus of blowing a conch-shell when 4 
male child is born), The Seditious Meetings Act also is having a somewhat 
similar birth. Be it so, we shall salute it seven times as a law obtained from 
a saint (it is meant that no one is privileged to object to the law). 

70. Referring to the reduction of the tax on tobacco and the 

Tob i ee rejection of the proposal to reduce that on kerosine 
bacco vereis kerosine oll. i] instead, the Samaj [Calcutta] of the lzth March 
says :— 

' Tobacco is an article of luxury while kerosine oil is a necessity of life. 
Owing to the tax on kerosine many a poor man is obliged to do housebol 
work in dark. But the Hon’ble Mr, Haque’s effort to have this tax reduced 
has failed. ‘The tobacco duty was detrimental to the interests of English 
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) d they were trying their best to have it reduced. Under the 
png is f not to sedh (o expect that the authorities will look to the 
ree ta of poor men instead of theirs ? The poor ought to suffer. 


all so very difficult to do household work in dark ? 

71. Referring to the reduction of the tax on tobacco the Tirhut Samachar 
(Muzaffarpur} of the 16th March says that the 
abolition of the tax on kerosine oil would have 

‘ven much satisfaction to the masses who are now compelled to burn it for 
light owing to the high prices of other oils. 


Is it after 
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72. The Bara Bazar Gazette [Calcutta] of the 18th March regrets that in Bans BasanGazerrr. 


spite of a protest from native members instead of 

ag reducing the burden of the people caused by the 

various taxes, Government has raduced the tax on tobacco which had done so 
much harm to the people, The continuation of this tax would have been received 
with satisfaction in the country as it provided livelihood to a large number of 
men who made country bsrss used by the pasople as a substitute for the 
injurious cheap cigarettes. Government has therefore not done well in 


reducing this tax. 


73. In the course of an article on the discussion in Council on this year’s 
Financial Statement of the Government of India, 
the Basumati [Calcutta] of the 18th March says :— 

In disposing of the surplus of the last year the authorities have given 
unmistakable evidence of their desire to do good to the public. But we think 
that the Hon’ble Finance Minister has made a grave mistake in reducing the 
tax on tobacco, which merely an article of luxury, instead of reducing that on 
kerosine oil which is a necessity of life even to the poorest man. Of all the 
taxes introduced last year that on petroleum is the most oppressive to the poor, 
so that it should have been reduced at the very first opportunity. As we said 
last year we are in favour of imposing a heavy duty on such varieties of 
mineral oil as bloomless oil, which are used in adulterating oils used as food 
and for rubbing the body with. Suchatax will not only bring revenue to 
the Government, but will at the same time be of great service to the people. 
It is very difficult to say for certain whether the Hon’ble Mr. Mazharul Haque’s 
suspicion that the reduction of tobacco duty has been made to satisfy foreign 
tobacco-dealers is correct. But the fact remains that some of the Anglo-Indian 
newspapers were agitating against the tobacco tax, and even the other day the 
Englishman wept bitter tears for the foreign tobacconists. This has led many 


The reduction of tobacco daty. 


people to believe that the reduction has been made in the interests of foreign — 


tobacco trade, , | 


74. The Hindusthan Farserwaage! of the 15th March takes the Prime 
ik ches tak ko inister of the Travancore State to task for saying 

Marriage Act Amendment Bil,» tat the Maharaja of Travancore, being a Hindu, 
ee __ 1s Justified in introducing such Hindu social reforms 
. his State as the British Government can never think of introducing in 
ritish India, No Hindu ruler has the right to rebel against the social 

principles and practices of his subjects, and the latter are not bound to obey 
im if he does 60. The Prime Minister's words, continues the writer, need 

pot frighten us, for the British Government will never come forward to 
. zornee any radical change in our society. The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendra- 
: ne no doubt brought forward a Bill for legalising inter-caste marriages 
oe y age of the fundamental principles of Hinduism and Hindu 
— Y, but this Bill has not been favourably accepted by the Government and 
— 2 — of being passed, It is an act of extreme rashness on 
agale upendranath’s part to try to wreck Hindu society by destroying 
des © system with the help of the Government. It is certain that the 

ae Society which he represents is not the real Hindu society. The true 

op hoe | composed of men guided by true Hindu instincts and ideas 
dea Parti a ik Babu Bhupendranath’s Bill. And the Hon’ble Mr. Jenkins 
nea = _ unless such men support it, it will stand no chance of being 
ip aga y t . Government. The Bill need not, therefore, frighten the 

ts the B aes pupendeenete has acted wisely by withdrawing his amendment 
ress Act, and he will act still more wisely if he withdraws his Marriage 
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Bill. The humour of the situation again lies in this, that while Babu Bhupen. 
dranath is trying to make Hindus of Brahmos, Brahmos like Babus Binayen- 
dranath Sen and Devendranath Mallik are circularising their Co-religionists 
to dissociate themselves entirely from the Hindu nsme in the Census returns, 

75. The 24-Parganas Vartavaha { Bhowanipore} of the 14th March writes 

The Special Marriage Act 48 follows :— . 
amendment Bill. The Hon’ble Babu Bhupendranath Basy’s 
Marriage Bill has already created a great commotion in orthodox Hindy 
society. The Brahman Sabha of Calcutta has said in protest that the Bill 
if passed, will do great harm to society. Some of the organs of orthodox 
society also are strongly. protesting against it. But we are unable to make out 
what harm this measure can do to socicty, if the Widow Marriage Act has been 
able to do none to it. The Bill simply proposes to allow Hindus to contract 
inter-caste marriages without having to declare themselves non-Hindus, ff 
orthodox people consider inter-caste marriage harmful to society they can 
excommunicate people contracting such marriage just as they excommunicate 
people marrying widows. The law can only give legitimacy to inter-caste 
marriages, it cannot make them acceptable to the orthodox community. What 
then is the reason of raising the crv thet the Bill, if passed, will ruin 
Hindu society ? Such a cry indeed proves that orthodox people, or for the 
matter of that, the Brahman Sabha do not really lead society and have no 
influence on it, otherwise why should they try to keep their opponents in check 
by the help of the law? Bhupendra Babu does not say that orthodox people 
should be compelled to take people contracting inter-caste marriages within 
the social fold. Why then raise a tempest in a tea-pot ? 

76. The Hitavads [ Calcutta | of the 17th March writes :— 

‘There is a saying in English “ Look before 
you leap.” We can never believe that Bhupendrre 
nath, | that worthy ornament of the Basus, that staunch reformer, did not 
know this simple thing. For is he not a vastly learned man, an ornament of 
the University ? We cannot at all admit that he had not the leisure to reflect 
what would be the effect of extending the scope of the Civil Marriage Act so as 
to bring the entire Hindn community within the range of its provisions, 
whether it was necessary to bind Hindu society}with its shack!es, None can 
believe that a man of his position has not intelligence enough for this. 

The fact is Mr. Basu in the pride of his fancied learning and wisdom, of 
his position as a Councillor, has undertaken this legislation with the object of 
moulding a society which he thinks is now semi-moribund, according to the 
dictates of his own sweet will. It is true that he said that it will be open 
to Hindus to outcaste those who contravene the ordinary caste-rules of marriage. 
But that is only a sop todelude. It cannot delude the Hindus, and it would 
not have been made use of, had not Bhupendranath himself been thrown off his 
mental balance by his excessive love of western life and his prejudice against 
the caste system. 

He should have remembered that to call oneself a Hindu, one must 
acknowledge the Vedas, the caste-system, the doctrine of previous and after- 
births ound the ordinary Shastric and social injunctions. They who do not 
acknowledge these, are a disgrace to Hindu society, they are ignorant of the 
Shistras aud they encourage license and all sorts of impropriety of conduct. 
It is better they stood aloof from Hindu society and religion. - 

Hindu society, civilisation and religion are all based on inhibition, on 
restraint, on orthcdoxy of conduct, on regulation by Shastras and customs. 
To try to graft western civilisation and modes of life, which have exactly an 
opposite tendency, on to the tree of Hindu society is to destroy it, not to try 
to reform it. Had Mr. Basu really any attachment to any real “ Hindu ideal, 
he would not try like this to force license in regard to marriage laws on this 
socicty. As it is, his Hindu ideal is quite unmeaning and non-existent. — 

A Hindu marriage to be valid requires the performance of some rites by 
a priest in the presence of the Salgram Sila and before the sacred homa fire. 
Hindu society cannot quietly tolerate therefore the preposterous and utterly 

unreasonable demand of Bhupendranath that men, who obey no religion oF 
society, whose one creed of life is utter license of conduct should, at the 
instigation of so-called reformers be called Hindus, by the force of law. If 
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of te es e descended to the lowest conceivable depths of degradatioa and 
pre lento to its true interests. The refuse of the country who axe refus 
admission by Moslem, Buddhist or Jain are to be brought up by the scavenger 
cat of legislaticn and dumpea to the breast of Hindp society, The 

it is simply inconceivable, eae os 

arTogae wiv Feats 4 is not simply 9 civil contract or a mere childish 
ceremonial or a means for satisfying the advocates of ‘free love”. The 
holding of the sacredness of the marriage tie is the keystone of the Hinds 
sovial fabric. Mr. Basu cannot be allowed to convert this tie inte a plaything. 
If Mr. Basu’s Bill is accepted, the European lady who lately married Mr, 
Basudeb Bhattacharyaya will be able to pose asa Hindu. It will mean the 
subversion of religion and of society. No friend of Hindu society will support 
‘tand the Bengalee’s support shows that it is not an orthodox paper. No analogy 
can be drawn between this law and the Widow monn. Act, for widow- 
marriage was sanctioned by the Saséras. though discouraged by custom. 

We are certain Government will not take on trust anything Mr. Basu may 
claim to say as 8 spokesman of the Hindus, but wijl consult orthodox Brahman 
pandits of Nadia, Benares and other places. It would be unworthy of its 
reputation for benevolence if it seeks to gratify an individual’s whim in return 
for the setious discontent and heartfelt anguish caused to Hindus by this 
destructive proposal. Not only orthcdox but even educated Hindus are bitterly 
opposed to this law, and we wish we had the space to reprint the hundreds of 
letters we are receiving every day in protest. : 

77, The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 18th March, writing of Mr, Bhupendra 

ats Bit. Dore's BUC Nath Basu’s Billto amend the Special Marriage 
er Act remarks :-— 


- @ Uae is 


Hindu community. 


Then there is the Arya Samaj. Ozthodox Hindusin Upper India do not re- 
cognise Aryas as Hindus, ond the loadi Aryas on their ai Ae not gall them- 
selves Hindus. And yet Mr. Baeu would have thesemen too.enrolled as Hindua, 
_ The Jndian Mirror, though posing as a Hindu paper has supported this Bill 
in a most un-Hindu fashion. Rai Narendra Nath declares that Brahmos are 

undeniably a part of the Hindu community and they haye ever wished to be 
known and called as such.” But has he forgotten how in the palmyj'days’ of 
his relative Keshab Chandra Sen, when Ram Kumar Vidyaratna, Bijoy Krishna 
Goswami, Sib Nath Sastri, A. M. Bose and others were in the hey day of their 
career, when the Mangalbaree was established, the Brahmo leaders were 
ashamed to call themselves Hindus ? 

° Inter sub-caste marriage in the sense of Brahmins of ane province or 
“a section of a province morrzing with Brahmins of another province may not 

q enon. to by many. But Pratilom marriages are prohibited by the 
i hg ; r. Basu’s Bill seeks to subvert the whole caste basis of Hindu 
pas 7: one hg such ill deserves the whole-bearted support accorded to it by the 
ie Lary: i have been better advised had he mong in a Bill declar- 
ore an egal marriages between one sub-caste and another sub caste.. 

oi & move would have been one of cautious reform such as the fabric of 


Hindu society can well bear. — i 
a a legislation he oA ey One Rapere Rovarumnens wir epee he 
8. Referring to eae Babu Bhupendranath Baeu’s Marriage 
The Special Maria , Pull, the Besumats [Calcutta] of the 18th ) 
Amendment Bill. flees writes as follows ly ; ) _— 


We have already said that Hindu cooiety 


b ° . . , 
48 Unanimously protested againgt this dangerous Bill introduced by attorney: 


Mar, 18th 1911. 


Mor. 18th, 1911, 
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Bhupendranath in the pride of his position. The last days of Hindy 
society must be very near, if such people as do not observe restrictions in 
marriage, have no faith in Hindu practices and beliefs, disobey at every step 
the ordinances of Hindu Shastrag and do not shrink from even spurning at 
Hindu society, are allowed by law to be known as Hindus. Unfortunately 
the most dangerous enemies of society have always been Hindus then. 
selves, Although the enmity of these Aalapahars have not yet been able to do 
much harm to it, repeated attacks may at least weary it. Moreover, the num- 
ber of these Kalapuhars is daily increasing. If, therefore, the truo members 
of society do not now bestir themselves in the matter, s.ciety is doomed. 

According to Bhupendranath if a maerdafaras marries a Brahmin girl 
bcth should be allowed to call themselves Hindus. But such a union is not 
even considered a marriage by Hindu society wnd Hindu Shastras A 
right to call themselves Lindus will be of little benefit to people contracting 
such unions. It will simply injure Hindu svciety and wound the feelings 
of true Hindus. We shall first discuss how itwill injure Hindu society. 

Kabu Bhupendranath has said that “he proposes to legalise inter-marriaye 
according to Hindu rites between sub-sections of the same caste or different 
castes.” Inter-caste marriage is of two kinds, namely, prattloma \between a 
low-caste male and a high-vaste female) and anu/oma (between a high-caste 
male and a low-caste female). Pratiloma marriage was never allowed in Hindu 
society. Anuloma marriage used to be allowed in other Yugas, but it is for- 
bidden for the Kali Yuga. ‘The Adi Pvran says that at the beginning of the 
Kals Yuga great men prohibited marriage of twice-born people with 
women belonging to castes different from thetr own. Raghunandan Bhatta- 
charyaya and Sulapani, whose ordinances now rule Hiudu society have 
prohibited inter-marriage in the higher castes. In this state of things we are 
unable to make out how ‘there can be inter-caste marriages ‘‘according tu 
Hindu rites,” and how people contracting such marriage can be called Hindus. 
Babu Bhupendranath has tried to support his case with the authority of Manu 
and Baudhayana. But Manu is nota legislator for the Kai Yuga, and even 
he has said that ‘‘a twice-born person should always marry a girl of his own 
caste,” and also that ‘‘ if atwice-born person marries, through fascination, a girl 
belonging to a low caste, he thereby degrades his family to the status of a 
Sudra.” Babu Bhupendranath has cited the precedent of the Widow Marriage 
Act, but he ought to have known that the great Pandit, Iswara Chandra 
Vidyasagar, through whose efforts that Act was passed, was not a thick-headed 
man like him. Pandit Iswara Chandra did not try to have his purpose 
served by bluff, by citing the authority of Manu and’ Bauadhayana, 
legislators for Yugas other than the Kali Yuga. He cited the authority ot 
Parashara, a legislator for the Kai Yuga, and he discussed the subject with 
Brahmin pandits before advising the Government to passa law. He was not 
a Sudra, but a Brahmin and a pandit, and tried to establish his own view by 
discussing it with other Brahmin pandits. We do not here mean to discuss 
whether Pandit Iswara Chandra was right or wrong. But it is undoubted 
that to discuss a question of Shastra was not outside his legitimate sphere, and 
that he was not u hat-and-coated man. [n spite of all this his viow has not been 
accepted toany large extent by Hindu society. Babu Bhupendranath bas 
not been able to cite the authority of any legislator for the Kal Yuga, not 
even of Parashara. If people contracting inter caste marriages are allowed to 
call themselves Hiudus, their children also will be Hindus and will claim the 
position of true Hindus in the matter of py eo performances ; and it will also 


. be libel to call them non-Hindus. What a dreadful state of things will that be! 


Bhupendra Babu hus prayed that the Bill may be passed for Hinda 
society alone if other svcieties object to it. But we ask, who is he in Hindu 
society ? A few mean minded sycophants may sing pseans in praise of him, 
but ic is the height of foolishness ov his part to think that he is, on that accoun', 
entitled to vive himself vut as a leader of the Hindu society. To-day he has 
at the request of some of his friends, come forward with a proposal to legaliss 
inter-caste marriages, to-morrow |e may be induced by some others of his 
friends to launch a proposal to legalise the raising of offspring by the husband's 
younger brother. Where will Hindu society stand then ? Bhupendranath, 
as an auti-partition ugitator, takes Lord Curzon to tesk for partitionlng 
Kenyal agaiust the will of Bengalis, but he does not know how his vanity has 
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eclings of Hindu society. The religious 
5 ®t ae es baenvenea by a oe sdiniabon,” but 
he ought to have known that there is no lack of Hindus in India who are 
le 4 to forego ail surts of privileges, not to speak of political privileges 
1] he the sake of their religion. He surely does not realise what a commo- 
es y ‘vill be raised in their minds by his proposal. If he did, he would never 
ont mooted such a proposal, We are confident that Lord Hardinge will not 
ae the Bill to be passed, and so we request Hindu society not to be very 


the matter. 3 ae 
aah sieve Bill noted in the margin introduced by the Hon’ble Babu Bhu- 


pendranath J3asu in the Imperial Council has, the 
The Hindu Marriage Bill. Bharat Mitra [Calcut'a] ofthe 18th March observes, 
given rise to un profituble discussion on all sides. Bhupendra Basu’s speech 
*, introducing the Bill, says the paper, 18 altogether improper, inasmuch as 
he wanted to prove that Hindu law recognized intermingling of castes, and in 
his zeal declared tne Kayasthas as having a mixed origin. If the Brahmos 
like to call themselves Hindus they are quite welcome to do so : they separuted 
themselves frum the Hindus of their own accord, and how can those who 
want to lay the axe at the very root of the Hindu community and have injured 
it in various ways now Claim to be called Hindus. 
80. Under the heading noted in the margin, the Hin/i Bangavasi (Calcutta } 
of the 20th March writes :— | 
O, ye English rulers, save us, save us! 9, ye 
Hindus! Beware, .boware! Thedanger of which the Hindu society was 
always afraid of ison them. Just 4s in ancient times the sages were afraid of 
desecration of the sacrificial appliances in their hermitages with flesh and mar- 
row at the hand: of the demons, in the sams way the Hindu community to-day 
is afraid of mischief from the anglicized Babus. | 


day le 
caus at Bhupendranath may 


Bbupendra’s mistake. 


The Hindu community is really alarmed and astounded at the intro- 


duction of the Marriage Bill in the Legislative Council. ‘The British Govern- 
ment, ever the well-wisher of its subjects, does not interfere with the religious 
custoins of any of its subjects, and whenever there is any interference in the 


time of any ruler the chief cause of it are not the English but the people of this 


country. Proposals like these come and receive their support from the Babus 
who have received Erglish education and have been imbued with western ideas, 
They pose themselves as being wise, able and conversant with a knowledge of 
their community, and hence the Government puts a firm faith in them and there 
1s nothing unnatural in it.. ‘The abolition of the s2/i, the Widow Marriaze Act 
and Consent Act are the outcome of this faith, but the Government gradually 
came to realize its mistake and saw the futility of such laws. 


Here the paper caricatures Mr, Bhupendranath Basu as being a hideous 
and ferocious being standing before the Hindus making a terrible sound, and. 
then says that those who shoot from the outside are not so dangerous as those. 


who shoot from ingide the house. 


Many a Hindu would have been altogether ruined but for the clause which. 


oe ponte Member proposes tu be removed from the Act of 1872. It is hoped 

ord Hardinge who goes about seeing the conditions of the students with his 
own eyes will not fultil the wishes of Bhupendranath without obtaining the 
Views of the Hindu community. 


Seeing the opposit.on from the Maharajadhiraj of Burdwan and other 


members including Muhammadans the hope is not without some foundation. 
It appears this Bi'l will 


and Lord Hardinge would not i 


enquiry would convince His Excel 
& mistake, 


81. The Muhammadi [Caleutta} of the 17th March heartily thanks 
Proposed wagf legislation. Mr. Shamsul Huda of the Imperial Legislative 


Council for bringing in a Bull regarding Wagqfs-. 


alal-aulad, but then goes to remark :— 
a Uhe Privy C 
6) y . . : 

¢ held to constitute @ genuine waqf unless a subtantial share of the 


Weogali Hechate & give rise to serious agitation in India, The - 
ket te -* win Sabha of Calcutta has already protested agaiust it and we be- 
6 the Brahmin Sabha of Cualcuita will also criticise it in temperate language, . 
“aan the appeal of the Hindus, A careful. 
ency that Bhupendra Babu hes committed 


ouncil have held that the mere use of the term waqf is not 


Buaarat Mirza, 
Mar. 18th, 1911. 


Hinpi BawGavast, 


Mar. 2th, 1911. 


MUHAMMaDI, 
Mar. 17th, 1911, 
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pperty is devoted to religions or charitable uses. But they have not lo: 
PY whet this substantial share is@to be. Mr, Shamsul Hada wants pa 


be a third. He will alluw 10. per cent. of the gross income of a property ag 
the legitimate remuneration of a Mutwalli for the work of superyisiun. Of 
course the Hon’ble Moulvi’s Bill is merely a compromise, Bat we protey 
against these proposals on some grounds. We object first on principle 
(Jovernment cannot interfere and has not yet interfered in these relizions 
concerns of ours. In the seeond place, the Privy Council decline to recognise 
as a valid waqf a gift made for the maintenance of children. They holy 
that gifts for the benefit of sons or relatives are not deeds of piety,—this ;, 
quite against the tenets of the Koran and the Sahi Hadis. If the Mouly;’, 
Bill is accepted, this wholly wrong decision of the Privy Council will have 
to be accepted as correct, From a knowledge of Musalman law, we can 
emphatically declare that waqfs for the maintenance of children are valid 
waqfs though they mentaon no other gifts, ‘I'he very words wagf-alal-aulad 
rove this. : 
. Then again the Hon’ble Moulvi’s bill makes no provision for the beneft 
of those who want to make out waqis in future for the maintenance of their 
children and those who have made out such waqfs in the past. The only 
good point of this Bill is that it fixes the Mutwalli’s fee at a maximum of 10 
per cent. of the gross income of a property. We, therefore, feel bound on the 
whole to oppose his Bill. 

Tle Hon’ble Rafiuddin Ahmad of Bombay wants to bring in another 
Bill on the same subject. This Bill does not propose to make the validity of 
waqfs-alal-aulad dependent on any conditions, and we, therefore, accord it 
a general support. When b»th the Bills are before the Council, Government 
oe consult the ulemas and take steps to preserve Moslem rights unin- 
paired. 


82. Referring to the proposal that of the eleven members of the Calcutts 
improvement Trust only two should represent the 
Calcutta Municipality, the Nayak [Calcutta] of 
the 17th March remarks that it.is a nice arrange- 
ment to oust ¢xperienced mev who have all along been in touch with tne 
municipal work of Calcutta, and to get the city improved by outsiders. 
Let it be |placarded in ‘bold letters, “ The City Fathers are good for 
nothing 6 


8”, In discussing the Calcutta Improvement Bill, the Hitavadi [Calcutta] 
of the 17th March writes :— . | 

The improvement of the city is, if we are per- 
mitted to take Lord Curzon’s ideas on the subject, to be directed to relieving the 
congestion of the Indian sections of the city, to widening its streets, to beautify- 
ing the city and making it more healthy by improving the bustees in the central 
area. In short, Calcutte is to be made the Queen of the East, a worthy capital 
of the Indian Empire. It is this latter idea of beautification which in the 
pular mind survives as the main aspect of improvement to be undertaken 
Government. And lence the scant sympathy with which tbe Indian 

publie regards the whole project. | 
Culcutta landlords strongty object to this new legislation, because they will 

not get pecow monetary recompense for land belonging to them which may be 
acquired for opening out new roads or parks. The price of land is rising and 
will still further rise after the improvement, At present landlords make larg® 
ofits by building big houses on relatively small areas. But the new Building 
egulations will not permit of that. ‘The landlords also object to the powers 
being taken by the Trust to acquire lands of indefinitely large dimensions for 
opening up new streets and housing dishoused people in the suburbs. 
Landlords thus lose all chance of making a lerge profit by selling parts of 
lands at high prices to people unhoused and on the look out for new plots of 
land to build new houses’. Then, again, lands to be acquired from landlords 
by the Trust will not be properly paid for. For in order to pay smaller 
municipal rates, house-owners delibarately depreciate the value of their houses 
and lands in the municipal returns, Thus they are afraid that now they will 


Oonstiiution :of the proposed 
Calcutta improvement Trust. 


The Caloutta Improvement Bill. 


_be “ hoist with their own petard.” 
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‘co that Calcutta landlords hitherto have enjoyed large profits 
seek having dase anything at all to earn them—have indeed defrauded 
both the Corporation and the tenant by charging the latter high rents and 
submitting to the former false returns of the rents charged. This state of 
things ought not to be perpetuated. At the tame time the Valuation of lands 
ought not to be arbitrary. Why should reasonable objections taken by a 
landlord to the award of the Tribunal be over-ruled simply by a fat of the 
President of that body? Why should he not be permitted to take his vase 
to the High Court? Even if this latter entails some delay in the carrying out 
of the work of improvement, that ought to be put up with as a lesser evil than 
the serious public discontent which will inevitably follow the taking away of 
this right of appeal. At the least, the President should be bound by law to 
record his reasons for not permitting an appeal, 2 


We also object to the provision of the new law which says that land which 
appreciates in value because some adjoining land belonging to the same owner 
is acquired, will be paid forat lower rates. This is wrong. Let the proper 
price of the land be paid, whether the two pieces of land are owned by one 
individual or two. | 


So much for the large landlords, The middle class house-o waer will also 
in many cases be dishoused. And the money he will get in return will not in 
most cases be adequate enough to enable him to build himself another house. 
Others who will not be dishoused by the acquisition of their houses wil] be 
forced to quit town because the taxes on the existing hou ses will be raised too 
high for their slender purses. 


The best remedy for the situation lies in improving the sanitary condition 
of the villages near Calcutta within a range, say, of 30 miles, and not simply 
in the immediately adjoining suburbs, as is being proposed. For these suburbs 
will come to be similarly congested, in the Course of another two or three 
decades as is the town proper now. 


84. Referring to the suggestion of the Hon’ble Lieutenant Umar Hayat 
iii heeiatee i Khan in Council to the effect that all members of 
Pe anarchial secret societies, and all sanyasis, fakirs, 
and such other people shouli be brought under the 


operation of sections 2 and 38 of the Criminal Tribes Act, the Basumati 
[Calcutta] of the 18th March says :— 


We are astounded to see the range of the Hon’ble Member’s intelligence. 


It is true that real badmashes sometimes put on the garb of sanyasis for hiding 
their personalities, But if on that ground all sanyasis have to be declared 
criminals, all respectable people also should be declared as such, because 
badmashes are also found to assume the garb of respectable men, 


85. The MNayak [Calcutta] of the 18th March protests against Mr. 

Mr. Gokhale’s Raucation Bill. Gokhale’s Bill for the extension of elementary 

education. Apart from the serious difficulty of 

a dearth of qualified teachers or gurus, the spread of English education is 
to be opposed as leading to the anglicisation of the Indian population and 
a making them luxurious in habits. This is a serious disadvantage, parti- 
cularly aggravating in the case of a gsubiect population Jike Indians. The 
upper castes have already been ruined * Finglish education, and sheer ruin 


pe Ba brought on the country if the whole population gets the same edu- 


86. The Tirhut ounanier [Muzaffarpur] of the 16th March says that 
the provi i 

isis provison in the budget for the coming year 

mae ee large sums for expenditure on education and 

as a sanitation will be looked upon by the people 

e. special favour to them considering the unsatisfactory condition of 


87. The Attavads Colestte) rs the 17th March dwells on the angi 
Resolati issatisfaction produced in the public mind by 
Members in the’ Wines 2 onan the rejection of most, if not all, of the resolutions 

moved by the Indian Members of the Viceroy’s 
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Legislative Council during the last few weeks. Specially is this disappoint. 
ment keen over the rejection of the resolutions for the reduction of the 
petroleum duty and for the abolition of the cotton excise duty. The paper 
in conclusion appeals to Government to treat the proposals of Indian 
Members with greater consideration in future. 


Praggso mean 88. The Hasumati [Calcutta] of the 18th March disapproves of the 

Hon’ble Mr. Jenkins’ view that no question of 
general interest should be mooted during a Budget 
discussion. Discussions of such questions are, it is supposed, allowed in 
Parliament during the Budget debate. The Government of India should 
therefore, have allowed such discussions for some years at least, to see whether 
they did any‘real harm. Again, after the Finance Member has once prepared 
a Budget it is rot ccnvenient to make alterations in it and prepare a new 
Budget in its place. It is, however, useless to discuss this matter, for the will 
of the Government is supreme here. 


"a 89. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 18th March writes :— 

pein From the debates in the Imperial Council 
touching the welfare of the people some men have 
come to entertain the hope that their grievances would be removed and they 
would be happy. But though these debates are interesting the result cannot be 
considered satisfactory, for almost all the resolutions end with the moving , 
of them, even if they concern the domestic condition of the people. } 
* In the Imperial Council although there is not only liberty for free | 
discussion but the privilege fof calling for votes as well, but the result is all | 
the same,for to expect the officials to vote with the representatives of the people ) 
is a mere delusion. | 


In the Natal emigration question the Government was in favour of 
stopping it, so Mr. Gokhale’s resolution on the subject was carried in no time. 
But when Mr. Gokhale had to move a resolution which did not meet with the 
approval of the Government, the Hon’ble Member had either to withdraw it or 
it was lost. Such has been the fate of other reselutions also. : 


| So, the numerical increase of members in the Council has made no difference 
in their power. Those who expected great benefit from this increase have now : 
come to realize the actual situation. he Provincial Councils possess a majority 
of unofficial members, but constituted as they are there is little likelihood . 

of a unanimity among them on any question. Besides, it rests with 
the Local Government to give effect to a resolution carried by their 
majority. . 
Hinp: Baneavaos, 90. Referring to the law regulating the immigration of Asiatics to British 
March 30th, 1911. South Africa which is to come in to force from|lst 
April next, the Hindi Bangavasi (Calcutta) of the 
20th March says that the Government of India should not rest with a mere 
stopping of emigration to Natal, but have recourse to more stringent measures. 
Could not the Duke of Connaught make some better arrangements regarding 1b 

bit during his long stay there ? 

2 oe ae 91. The Bara Bazar Gazette [Calcutta] of the 18th March also says the 
as same and adds that if Government pays 10 atten- 
tion to this question we shall conclude that 1 
governs India for the benefit of its own countrymen. 
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«| ALraxce, 92, In its random notes of the 10th March, the Alpanch [ Bankipore] 
1) — oe draws the attention of the Moslem League to the 
prohibition of the sacrifice of cows in Kashmrr, 
and says that as 95 per cent. of the population are Muhammadans it was the 
«A | duty of the league to draw the attention of the Government to the injustice 
it of the order. 


Cow-sacrifice in Kashmir. 
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VI—MIsscELLANEOUS, 


ring to Babu Bhagwan Das’s proposal of submitting a memorial 

ad enncnen to the Viceroy for abolishing sacrifice of cows in 

Memorial relationg to slaughter India on agricultural and economic grounds in 

of cows: honour of the King- rag on ye bg se pen at Delhi, 

, [Bankipore] of the 24th February and 3rd March requests the 

oe a ternative Council and the Moslem League to inform the 
Government that the proposal is only due to religious prejudices. 


94. While reviewing an Urdu pamphlet dealing with the question of the 
sacrifice of cows, the Alpanch | Bankipore] of the 
10th March says that Hindu-Muhammadan riots 
on the occasion of the Bakr Jd festival are not due to any religious question, 
but to the ill-feeling between the two communities, It challenges the Hindus 
to prove the prohibition of the killing of cows from the Vedas. 


95. The Samy amas 2 the 12th March supports what the Hon’ble 
Maharajadhiraj of Burdwan has said about 
The Maharajethion of Burdwan Brahmos in protesting against the Hon’ble Babu 
sass aaremeatacara Bhupendranath Basu’s Marriage Pill. Raja Ram 
Mohan Ray was a Hincu all his life, but the Brahmos after him have fallen 
away from Hindu scciety by deviating from Hindu practices. There are even 
many Brahmos who think it improper to call themselves Hindus. Hindu 
society cannot possibly have any objection to taking within: its fold such 
Brahmos as are willing to pass by the Hindu name, If men openly eating 
beef and food cooked by Musalman baburchis can be leaders of Hindu society, 
what wonder that Brahmos should be included in it ? 


96. In the course of a long article on the necessity of reforming 
Hindu society, a correspondent of the Bankura 
Darpan [Bankura] of the 16th March says that 
there is no possibility of a revival of ancient Brahminism. ‘The Brahmos, 
moreover, are not only injuring Hindu society, but also gaining very little 
themselves by cutting themselves off from that society. They had better live 
in the society and illumine it with new light. India is the motherland of 
every Indian and a sacred shrine for him. Here there ought to be no malice, 
no quarrel, no ill-feeling, but love and self-sacrifice. After the impact with 
various other religions with which the Hindu religion has come into contact 
during some time past, it is certain that Aindu society will move ina 
new path. It is in no one’s power to prevent this. None should therefore 
be idle now, but all should try their best to lend each a helping hand in the 
social progress. May such combined effort raise, in glory, unity and pros- 
perity, a vast edifice of nationality in this land of love, and may this federal 
structure resound with the triumphal song of universal love to be sung by 
Hindus, Musalmans, Jains, Buddhists and Brahmos alike. 3 | 


97. Referring to the rumour circulated by Capital that the two Bengals 
will most likely be reunited to form a Governor- 
ship, ane, Seana ebee Ae oq pie of the 15th March 

gives a short history of the Lieutenant-Governorshi 
= Bengal ne says that Bengal has a sneaion’ salen to a Governorship eae 
oe en Br actgh The time for zid over the partition of Bengal 
with Aba 4 atom Bengal is a part of Bengal, and its reincorporation 
ah ° : will do good to both. Assam and Behar may then be separated 
oe ee or oe into two Chief Commissionerships under it. If 
immensal ¥ be r , there will be a way. An annulment of the Partition will 
‘wa Mucy vanecietg J Pe Bengalis while doing no harm to the Government. 
Even 3 . . astern Bengal must be mad men if they object to it. 
ses t nig ole Me Bengal is constituted into a Governorship, Dacca will still 
recap Sindh -- e chief town of Eastern Bengal just as Karachi is the chief 
Repay an delay should be made in bringing about the rearrangement. 
he cae Be A. ir EK. Baker should be the Governor of United Lengal. 
should not be postponed simply for making Mr. Carlyle Lieutentant- 


Overnor of Bengal. He may he gi . “seg 
; ° : 1ven ¢ ~ | ‘ { 
unjab or the United Dictate a 4 c ‘a : Lieutenant-Governorship in the 


The cow question. 


Hinda social progress. 


Rumour of annulment of 
Partition of Bengal. Aas 


ALPANCH, 


Feb. 24th, 1911. 
Mar, 8rd, i911. 


ALPANCH, 
Mar, 10th, 1911, 


BaAMAJ, 
Mar, 12th, 1911, 


BawKUrna DARPAN, 
Mar, 16th, 1911. 


HinpvustHaX, 
Mar. 15th, 1911, . 


Cig aaa eee SERIO eS he 
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Katyast 98. The Kal ant {Ma ey of the 16th March is alarmed at 

en — amt outrage. The point for inquiry se 

The latest bomb outrage. this bomb has come. Ie there another bomb Sishins 

existing, or is it one of Muraripukur make? Let guardians keep a sharp 4 
out on their wards from now, The affair is astounding. 

TIRHOT SAMACHAR, 99. Considering that repressive laws are welcomed by the anarchists 

Mar. 16th, 1911. : of India, the Z'irhut Samachar [Muzaffarpur] of the 

a 16th March says that statesmanship lies in defeating 
the object of these anarchists. 

Sansivart, 100. <Anent Lord Minto’s recent (Ginildlall speech, the Sanyivan; 
oe ee ee ee oe Kaci of the 16th March is grateful to his 
Lord Minto's Guildhall speech. Yordship for admitting the justice of educated 
India’s political aspirations. At the same time Lord Minto’s statement that the 
grievances of an eastern people will not be removed by resort to western 
methods is not quite intelligible. He is greatly mistaken if he means to 

convey by this the idea that self-government is unsuited to eastern lands, 
The one remedy for the Indian unrest is to gradually introduce self-govern. 
ment on colonial lines in this country. And that would redound to England's 

Bascmatl, lasting glor : 

Mar, 18th, 1911, 101. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 18th March says that the small 

: body of people, who direct the leading strings of 

_A fresh move inthe anti-parti- the political puppet-dance in Bengal, and who 
tion agitation. : 
recently made the abortive proposal to hold an 
anti-partition meeting in the Calcutta Town Hall, have, it is rumoured, been 
making preparations for sending a fresh petition to the Government on the 
partition question. The fate of all former petitions on the same subject 
leaves no room for supposing that the new petition will be successful. Sut 
then it may have been necessitated by the exigencies of the business of pro- 
fessional agitators. Lord Morley who declared the Partition to be a settled 
fact again sits at the helm of the India Office, and the foundation of a capital 
city has been firmly laid in Dacca. But if these are allowed to bring political 
agitation to an end, many people lose their profession. Where will then 
professional agitators and paid agitators go? This is what makes the creation 
of a new sensation necessary. Are they friends or enemies of the country 
who do not shrink from wasting the money and energy of its inhabitants in 
ne the name of patriotism ? 
on on 102. Continuing its article on Hindus and Muhammadans from its last 
issue (vide page 260 of the Report for the week 
ending the 11th March) the Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] 
of the 18th March gives what it alleges to be the history of the policy 
embodied in the words noted in the margin and says :— 

Seeing this union between the Hindus and the Muhammadans some 
official began to see a dark future before them. Sir Auckland Colvin saw 
a great danger to the British rule in this union and advised Sir Syed Ahmed 
Khan to keep aloof from the Congress of 1885, Just at this time Lord Duffern, 
a great diplomat and clever in winning hearts, came out as Viceroy, and 
agreeing with the views of Sir Auckland began to devise means for 
inaugurating the policy of ‘* Divide and rule.” Hesaw that the Hindus were 
more educated and intelligent. It would therefore be no good to win them over 
to his side. He must make friends with Muhammadans. In his replies bo 
their addresses in Calcutta and Lucknow he recognized, for the first time, their 
political importance and called them the gate-keepers of India, From 1887 
Sir Syed commenced vehemently opposing the Congress and was knighted. 
This importance is, however, nothing. Nawab Abdul Majid’s attributing it to 
the Muhammadans being the rulers of India only betrays his ignorance 0 
history , for, according to Hunter, the English obtained the empire irom the 
Hindus. Besides if the Hindus could be called the subjects of tHe 
Muhammadans the latter too were the subjects of the former inasmuch 
as the Muhammadan kings paid chauth to the Mahrattas. who were never 
conquered by the former. Besides Nawab Abdul Majid’s brethren such @ 
«the duftries, bhishtis, khansamas, baburchis , durjss, book-binders, — 
carriers, butlers, cooks and tailors, etc., cannot be said to have any politica 
importance, as for the status, bistory and condition of life the Hindus ate ™ 
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ay inferior to the Muhammadans, the great bulk of whom (9 ont of 10) 


no Way 
are only converts. 


{ Mitra (Calcutta) of the 18th March says that its readers 
eon df bec eoaggaaias old be pie’ leased to learn that the univer- 


Mr. Tilak’s book. sally respected ilak is doing well. In the mean- 


time he has finished his work on Gila containing the main subject, its close 
bearing on the present-day utilitarian doctrines and its importance, e‘c., etc. 


he Bir Bharat [Calcutta] of the 19th March advises the 
wept ied cael ee J follow the example of His Excellency 
Lord Hardinge’s example. Lord Hardinge = to see — for themselves 
ld t many troubles and would do much good to the country. 
canals r 105. The Nayak [Calcutta] of the 21st 
- Moulvi Liakut | Hosain's Warch-has a paragraph of which the following ‘8 
Bpeech.’ | a ful) translation :— 


Movutv: Liaxkut Hosain’s Spe: ca. 


A Summary. 


Moulvi Liakut Hosain delivered a speech to the following effect at the 
Harish Park in Bhowanipore on Sunday, the 19th March :— 

Friends, man’s life is transient, but the man who engages himself in 
serving his own country becomes immortal. ‘T’hose students who prosecute 
their studies only with the object of gratifying their own pleasure are like a 
tree devoid of leaves and flowers. But blessed are the lives of those who 
succeed in doing even the least good to their own country. It is to spread the 
use of swadeshi things which is the mission of my hfe. I hope that the 
students and the gentry will serve their own country. You should attend the 
meeting which will be held iu the Town Hall in memory of the late Sisir 
Kumar Ghosh. On behalf of the public I inform the Government of our 
prayers. It would have given the public great satisfaction if the Government 
had suspended the Press Act and the Seditious Meetings Act for a time and 
looked into the present condition of the country. Even many innocent persons 


have to be persecuted as a result of house-searcles, The houses of many 


gentlemen in Calcutta have been searched during the last few months, but 
many of them have afterwards been proved to be innocent, Even loyal and 
respectable subjects have been put to trouble in consequence of malicious and 
false information given by low-paid spies. I, therefore, humbly request the 
Government that they should have an investigation held by some trustworthy 
person before the house of a gentleman is searched, and that those who give 


_ information and put innocent men to trouble should be punished as they 
erve. 


Urrya PAPErs. 


106. A correspondent of the Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 11th March 
Inconvenience due ¢ _ Complains that there are many Bengali amla in 
0 the ap . : : 
peintment of Bengali amla ignore the public offices in the Mayurbhan] State, who 
Mayurbhan; ee inthe donot know how to read and write Uriya, and 
the ] _  ,who, therefore, were exempted from assisting in 
= ate Census operations in that State, and were allowed to peacefully enjoy 

e Census holidays, while the Uriya-knowing amla had to walk on those 
— through distant villages in the jungles for doing Census work. The 
t brings the matter to the notice of the Maharaja of that State and 
2 "ar him to remedy the inconvenience arising from employing men ignorant 

ee 4 in a Uriya-speaking State like Mayurbhauj. 

07. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack] of the 11th March highly appreciates 
mo recent incognito vislt of  *2e recent incognito visit so tg | and sympatheti- 
to Pros sere a Lord Hardinge Cally paid by His Excellency Lord Hardinge to 
highly appreciated»? C@leutta the students’ messes in Calcutta and the kindly 


ttud . manner in which His Excellency treated the 
ents in general. The Utkalbaria [Calcutta] of the 4th March writes in 


BARAT Mirai, 
Mor, 18th, 1911. 


Birk Bearar, 


Mar. 19th, 1011. 


Narax, . 


Mar. Sist, 1911. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Mar, 111b, 1911. 


UTKALDIPIKA, 
Mar, 1ith, 1211, 


Pe. i 


Urxalbabta, 
Mar. 4tb, 1012. 


UsekaLDiIrrka, 
Mar ry dith, 1911. 


BamvaD VAHIKA, . 


Mar, 9tb, 1011. 


UTEAL BAaTA, 
Mar. étb , 1911. 
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a similar strain on the same subject, and believes that certain educations! 
reforms may be the outcome of this incognito visit. __ | : 


108. A correspondent of the Urkalbaria [Oalcutta} of the 4th March 
) ss States that the Bengali officers in, enkanal have 
pean Urixe dupates §=32 ~made a combination in favour of the Engineer of 
wag a that State, and declare that it is impossible jor . 
Uriya Raja to manage his State without the help of the Bengalis. In the mean. 
time, some of the Uriya officers subordinate to the State Engineer have already 
made up their minds to resign their posts. The writer requests the Raja of 
Dhenkanal to dispense with the services of the present Engineer, = 8 ~— 
109. The Utkaldipika [Cuttack} of the 11th March proposes certain methode 
a by adopting which the District Boards of Oriags 
_. The guegtion of watersupP'y niay discharge their duties in respect of the im. 
portant work of water-supply in an effective manner 
their present methods in this connection being quite ineffective. 
110. In publishing the proceedings of the recent Balasore Industria) 
and Agricultural Exhibition both in its English 
aud Uriya columns, the Samvad Vahika (Balasore) 
of the 9th March observes that the exhibition was on tha whole a great 
success, which reflects great credit on the Exhibition Committee and its 
office-hearerg. 
11}. The Utkalbarta [Calcutta] of the 4th March is exceedingly. sorry 
“ 3 — F the suecinntice ;' : sees Coos Sris 
fhe qagasginetion 0 es andra Chakravarti of the Criminal Investigation 
yard deplored: — baat. Department on the night of the 21st altime.” Ths 
‘ writer then gives a list af thea. anarchical crimes 
perpetrated since December 1907 up to this time, dwells on the evil effects 
of anarchy, exkorts the people of the country to render every. possible 
assistance to thea Government in putting down anarchy and revolution, advises 
the short-sighted young men who engage in revolutionary crimes or who 
cherish revolutionary ideas, to desist from throwing the country into the fre 
of unrest and concludes by observing that it is nothing but madness to create 
enmity with the mighty British Government under whose protection the people 
of ‘india are enjoying peace and happiness. | 


aide & 


The recent Balasore Exhibition. 


RAJENDRA CHANDRA SASTRI, 


} Beggals Tragstate:. 
Byygatt TRaygtator’s Orsyce ; 
Phe 25th March 19.11. 
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Report (Parr II) 


ON 


NATIVE-OWNED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS IN BENGAL 


FOR THE 


Week ending Saturday,-25th March 1911. 


CONTENTS. 


Page. | 


t of native-owned English newspapers received 
or dealt with by the Bengal Special Department 127 
Additions and alterations to the list of newspapers 60. 


I.—Forziex Po.uttios. 


Nil. 


IIl.—Homs ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Police= 


Indian Police ... a -_ ave 
Police departmental enquiries ove 8 
Arrest of Kabiraj Dinesh Chandra Sen by police 


(b)— Working of the Courte— 
Nil. 


(ce) —Jaile— 


(d)—Education= 


(e)—Local , ; 
¢) oe Fo Government and Municipal 


Scarcity of water-supply at Asansol ... 


(7 )== Questions affecting the land— 
Nil, 


Page 


(9)—Ratlways and Communications, including 
Canale and Irrigation 


Nil. 


(h)—General— 


Budget debate in the Imperial Council 
Fate of non-official resolutions in Council 
Expenditure on political cases 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Appointments in publio service 
Superior appointments in the police 
Tarakessur affairs eee 


III.—LeersLatron. 


Calcutta Improvement Bill 
| Seditious Meelings Bill PY 1) 
Ditto ae 
Ditto i 
Ditto mee 
Seditious Meetings Act... 
Free Primary Education Bill 
Ditto 
Ditto 


[IV .—Narivze Srarzs. 


Nil. 


V.—Prosrzcrs op ras Onors axp Conprrion or 
THE PEOPLE. 


Nil. 


VI.—M Is0BLLANEOUS. 


Nil 
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LIST OF NATIVE-OW 


NED ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS RECEIVED AND DEALT WITH 
BY THE BENGAL SPECIAL DEPARTMENT. 


[As tt stood on Ist January 1910.) 


Name of Publication. 


Where published! Edition. 


Name, caste and age of Fditor. 


Circulation. 


“Behar Herald” 
“ Beharee”’ ... 
‘ Bengalee”’ ... 
ery 
“Day's News” 


“ Hindoo Patriot ” 
‘“‘Tndian Empire” 


‘Indian Mirror” 


‘‘TIndian Natior ”’ 
‘ Karmayogin ” 


“ Kayestha Messenger” 
 Musalman” 

‘* National Daily ” 

“ Reis and Rayyet”’ 


“ Star of Utkal ” 


‘Telegraph ” 


ee 


—— 


‘“ Amrita Basar Patrika’’ | Calcutta 


. | Patna 
Bankipore 
Calcutta 
Patna 

. | Calcutta 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Gaya 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


Cuttack 


Calcutta 


Daily 
Weekly 


Daily 

Weekly 

Daily 
Do. 


Weekly 


Bi-weekly |... 


K. P. Chatterji, age 46, Brahmin ‘ie 

Monmatha Nath Dey, age 4), Pleader of 
Bankipore. 

Sham Sankar Sahai, Pleader, and P. P. 
Sharma of Muzaffarpur. 


and Kali Nath Roy. 

Kali Kumar Sinha, B.a., B.t., Pleader of 
Bankipore, age 86, Kayastha. 

Bai Premananda’ Bharati, age 61, 
Hindu. 

Srish Chandra Sarbadhikari, age 41, and 
Koylash Ch. Kanjilal, Pleader, Sealdah 
Small Cause Court. 

Kesab Chandra Banerjee, B.a., age 46, 
Brahmin, and Panchanon Mazumdar, 
age 86, Hindu, Baidya. 

Kai Norendra Nath Sen Bahadur, age 
61, Head of the Maha-Bodhi Society. 
Brojendra Nath Ghose ane 
Editor’s name not known for certain. 
Arabinda Ghose is one of the contri- 

butors to the paper. 

Jugal Kishore, age 37, Kayastha “en 

A. Rasul and M. Rahman, Muhammadans 

Bai Premananda Bharati, age 61, Hindu 

Jogesh Chandra Dutt, age 59, a Calcutta 
bouse-owner. 

Kherode Ch. Roy Chowdhry, age 69, 
retired Head Master of a Government 
College. 

Satyendra Nath Bose, B.a., age 32 


S. N. Banerji, Kali Prasana Sen, age 39, 


——EEO 


sit 


4,000 


ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS TO THE LIST OF NEWSPAPERS, 


Name of Publication. 


Where published.| Edition. 


Name, caste and age of Editor. 


Remaexks, 


‘‘Day’s News” 
‘* KRarmayogin ” 
* National Daily 
“Indian Echo’ 


66 Indian Nation” : 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Daily 
Weekly 
Daily 
Weekly 
Ditto 


(See above) ove 

( Ditto ) eee 

( Ditto ) eee es 
Kunju Behary Bose, age 45, Kayastha ... 
Srish Ohandra Sarbadhikari, age 41 


| (Editor since lst November 1910). 


_ 


Defunct. 
Ditto, 
Ditto. 

2,000 (circu 
lation). 


600 


- Notz.—Dealt with by the Bengal Special Departmont since Ist June 1910, 
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1].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)—Poltce. 


309. With reference to a question asked by Lord Courtney in the House 

of Lords, in which it was apparently suggested that 

Indian Police. the Government of India did not condemn the 

most serious police abuses, the Amrita Bazar Patrika writes:— If the Govern- 

ment will allow us to say so, it has itself partly to thank for the sweeping 

charges which are sometimes brought by ignorant, critics against it. If in 

every case of cruelty it were to take the public into its confidence as to the 

step it has taken by way of punishing the perpetrators of the misdeed, it would 

effectively shut the mouths of critics, however ignorant or even perverse they 
they might be.” 

310, On this subject the Bengalee writes as follows:—“ To hold an 
enquiry and to tell the public nothing about its 
results may meet the requirements of departmental 
efficiency ; but the public is not satisfied, and it sometimes forms impressions, 
where adequate data are not avuilable for sound opinions, which are not alto- 
gether just to the authorities. It is as much in their interest, therefore, as in 
that of the community that the authorities should, as often as possible, take the 
public into their confidence. Here ir a letter which appeared in these columns 
day before yesterday, and which strikingly illustrates the truth of the above 
view :— 


Police departmental enquiries. 


To rue Epriror oF THe “ BENGALEE.” 


Siz,—In November last one Ganoria, a villager of Bahadurganj thana in 
Kishanganj Subdivision, while in custody of the police, had made some state- 
ments both before police officers and a Magistrate. He had spoken of many 
dacoities and thefts in which he had taken part, and he named many of his 
associates in crime. The police officers took up the enquiry, and in connection 
with their investigation searched many houses and arrested some men. Just 
about this time, some men of Bahadurganj thana complained in writing to the 
District Magistrate (Mr. Vernede) against the conduct of police officers engaged 
in this enquiry, charging them with bribery and extortion. The charges were, 
it 1s said, definite and detailed. A local enquiry was held. Of course it is not 
known what definite finding was come to. But this is certain that men who 
had formally complained to the District Magistrate are as eager as ever to 
prove those charges in a court of law; and all the police officers who were 
—— by these men are doing their work as usual. hat surprises me most, is 

le utter ignoring of such complaints by the district authorities. The charges 
are very serious, und some very high-placed police officials are named in this 
connection. For the good name of Government we wish some clear pronounce- 
ment should be made on this affair under the following heads :— 


(1) Against whom were such charges made ? 
(2) Were all the complaints signed or anonymous ? 
(3) Who was put on this enquiry and what was his finding ? 


(4) If charges proved false, why were they not proceeded against 
under section 211, Indian Penal Code. 


Uf, however, the charges were found true, what action has been taken 
gainst the police officers concerned ? 


PRO BONO PUBLICO. 


— 


ae ~ correspondent says that a local enquiry was held, but because the 
of the enquiry was never made public, the public is loud in ita complaint. 


@ hope the higher authorities will mak iry into the matte 
) : r 
wad will let the public know the foul,” Bi Boe ori Mon ’ uae 


Ampira Bacar 
PatTRrika,. 


19th Mar. 19il, 


BsyGALee, 
Bist Mar. 1911. 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PaTaika, 


20th Mar. 1911, 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PaTRIKA, 


18th Mar. 191), 


Brwakt HERALD, 
13th Mar, 1911, 


AMRITA BAZAR 
PaTrRika, 


18th Mar, 1911. 


INDIAN Emprmre. 
2)st Mar. 191}. 


Chandra Sen by police. 


( 130 ) 
811. The Amrita Basar Patrika writes:—‘ ‘The case of Kabira 


- Dp; 
Chandra Sen, who was arrested in Chlestte ak 


Arrest of Kabiraj Dinesh strength of a warrant issued by the Magistrate of 


Dacea, and afterwards released, must have struck al] 


as one of great and unnecessary hardsbip to the gentleman. It was no doubt 
a case of mistaken identity ; but all the same be was subjected to so much 
trouble and hardship, and that for no faalt of his own. -Now, the question j. 
who is to compensate him for all this? We admit that it was a mistake, by 
then somebody should suffer for the mistake when it is fraught with so much 
serious consequence. It is immunity from all responsibility, which is at the 
root of all this,” 


(e)—Locel Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


312. Vhe Amrita Basar Patrika writes :— We invite the attention of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governer to the following 
Scarcity of water-supply at telegram that reaches us from Asansole, under 
Asansole. date, 17th March, from the Secretary to the Rate. 
payers’ Association :— 
ASANSOLE, 
The 17th March. 


The public are suffering indescribable misery for want of drinking-water, 
It has become necessary to take immediate steps to remove the water searcity 
by ainkiag wells in the beds of tanks which are already dried up. Memorial 
follows.” | | 


(h)— General, 


313. Commenting on the rejection of the un-official resolutions moved — 
oor in Council on the occasion of the Budget debate, 

cq Padget Debate in the Tmperia! the Bihar Herald writes as fullows :—“ ‘I'he result 
of the debate conclusively proves the weakness of 

the voice of the people even in the reformed Council. The discussions have 
only an academic interest after all, and the privilege given to the people is only 
on paper. The authorities have scarcely any iutention of accepting any 

popular suggestion in the matter of framing the budget.” 

314. The Amrita Bazar Pairtka writes :—‘' A question just now is agitat- 

. _ ing the public mind in India :—What is the practical 
= non-official Resolutions ood of allowing Indian members to move resolu- 
— tions. on important questions in the Legislative 
Councils if the inevitable result be their ultimate rejection? . . . If it so 
happeus that whenever a resolution is proposed by a non-official member, Gov- 
ernment, for some reason or other, cannot see its way to accept it, even though 
it be supported by a large number of members, the effect is bound to be very 
disheartening to the general public. . . . All the pious hopes, all the 
earnest protests, coming from quarters about the bond fides of which there 
could be no two opinions, had not the slightest impression on the official 
members. They disposed: of the resolution, as usual, acvording to their own 
way, utterly regardless of the keen disappointment and the grievous sense ol 
wrong which their action was bound to produce on the Indian public. In 
short, the high expectations which the reform measure encouraged the people 
to form, for the better administration of the country, have been ‘far from 
realized ; they have ended in sad disappointment up till now.” 

315. In deprecating the suggestion that, in political cases, counsel for the 
prosecution should get extra fees in view of the msk 
and, unpopularity incurred, the Jndian Lmpwe 
writes :—*‘It is certainly not complimentary that public disfavour or oppro- 
brium should stick to any counsel because of his taking up the prosecution of 
political eases, Why should such an idea prevail we do not see. But then 
that is mo reason why fees should be wath sudo fl raised. It is a positive fact 
that the fees that are being paid to counsel by Government are much higher 
tuan what would be paid by private parties; and this is, to say the least, 
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throwing away the tax-payers’ money and increasing the burden in-a way to 
strike even & casual observer. i 
1g, The Amrita Baaar Pairtka writes:— he popalar view is, that 
Government has been spending money like water 
in conducting political cases. Indeed, the public 
hold that, with proper control and vageew A there is bound to be an appre- 
‘able improvement in respect of the expenditure on this account. he 
om t is evidently aware of this popular impression or at least of its 
overnmen . ° ‘ 
ain, 1 6). Soe find Mr. Duke seeking, by the mere weight of his 
cial position, to make black white and white bluck.” = 
, 317. The Reis and Rayyeé says that no honest organ of public opinion 
could fail to notice that the explanation offered by 
Ibid. Mr. Duke and Mr. Chapman of the excessive 
oxpenditure on political trials in Bengal is as contradic:ory as it is weak and 
ling. 
ee The Amrita Basar Patrika writes:—‘‘ The spectacle that India now 
eee presents is unique in the world. There is no 
Appointments in public service. Gdoarth of indigenous talent to fill many of the 
highest appointments in the public service. But the children of the soil have 
no access to them! The eligibility of the Indians to all the offices in the 
general service was freely acknowledged in 1861 by a Statute of the Home 
Government. In 1870, the Government of India Act was passed whereby one 
sixth of the appointnents in the Civil Service. were made over to the Statutory 
Indians, that is to say, pure Indians and Europeans domiciled in India for 
three generations. All posts of Rs. 200 and upwards, except some requiring 
special technical knowledge, were, again, reserved for the Natives of India in 
1879 by Statutory rules which had the force of law. The Public Service 
Commission, however, knocked these Parliamentary Statutes and Statutory 
rules on the head, and specifically recommended 108 posts usually held by 
Civilians shon'd be made available for the members of the Provincial Civil 
Service, an inferior service created by them for the cnildren of the soil which, 
as we stated yesterday, was styled as ‘ Pariah Service’ by Mr. Dadabhai 
Naroji.” The journal then proceeds to point out * with what rigour the 
Hindus and Mussalmans have been ostracised from almost all yrades of 
appointments carrying salaries of Rs. 200 and over per month in every special 
department.” | 
319. Commenting on Mr. Subba Rao’s resolution urging the increased. 
age ae employment of Indians in Government service, the 
Pt r appoinimentsin the  Bengalee writes :—‘* The Home Secretary did not 
: attempt a defence of the policy which excludes 
Indians from the competitive examination for the superior appointments in the 
police now held in England. The policy is indefensible, and it constitutes a 
mark of racial distinction which the Indian community strongly resent. All 
that the Home Secretary could say in defence of this measure vf exclusion was 
that ‘ we should watch the effect of the new scheme for some time,’ and ‘in 
view of the very recent re-organization of the Police Service, it is perhaps too 
early to reconsider the matter.’ We venture respectfully to submit thatit is 
never too early to reconsider a scheme which excludes from a competitive exa- 
mination for service in their own country a vast population, apparently on no 
other ground than that of race.” 
320. The Indian Empire says that the immunity with which the Mohant 
iat itiies of Tarakessur has been allowed to mismanage the 
ne Pah temple and the trust property has emboldened the 
si 4 ‘Url to set up an agitation against the manager appointed by Govern- 
nt.“ Several reports,” says the journal, “have already appeared in the 
= as to how the Raja is seeking to make matters lively dor the manager, 
ose administration of the temple is admittedly of a satisfactory character 
ee < Riot invite the attention of the Government to the present tension of 
FP oro the Raja of Puri, and his manager; and at the same time 
leeaeti, By affairs of the Tarakessur Temple should also induce careful 
and the } and investigation. The influx of pilgrius to the shrine is very large, 
‘ majority of them are women. And these women are not always of 
wer strata of society; many being purdanashin. Such being the case it is 
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every Hindu’s business to take the utmost care that nothing untoward happens 
It must, however, be remembered that in the present condition of the Hindy 
Society, few, if any, women, even of the lowest classes, would come public] 

forward to trumpet their own shame and dishonour, and that is all the erence 


reason why every conceivable precaution should be taken to ensure thei: 
safety.” 


IT ].—LEeGImsLaTION. 


321, The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes as follows:—‘‘ Under the English 
law, the owners of sanitarily-condemned houses 
have the privilege of residing there after repairing 
and putting them in order; but no such right is to 
be given to the citizens of Calcutta. "eae if they undertake to remove all the 
insanitary conditions of their house, they will not be allowed to remain there. 
the offending houses must be demolished by the Board! How can the people of 
Calcutta eat ard sleep comfortably when a Bill with such alarming provisions 


Calcutta Improvement Bill. 


In it is hanging over their heads, and is to become law in a few weeks.” 


322. The Amrita Bazar Patrika writes:—‘“It was of course a foregone 
conclusion that the new Seditious Meetings Bill, 
which was introduced on Friday, and referred ty 
the Select Committee on the same day, would become law on Monday 
(yesterday). Indeed, the Bill was as good as passed even before it had been 
formally introduced, That is the way they legislate in this country, and there 
was nothing extraordinary in such a spectacle.” 
323. With reference to the Seditious Meeting, Bill, the Bengalee writes:— 
rae “‘ Ag against the result which this measure may 
us _ achieve in the case of really objectionable meetings 
—a result, as we have seen, which can be far better achieved by resort to the 
ordinary law—we have its eminently undesirable and supremely mischievous 
effect in the case of healthy public activities. Who that looks at the matter 
from tie point of view of the community can have the slightest hesitation in 
condemning such a measure as alike uncalled for and mischievous?” 
324, The Indian Nation writes :—-‘‘On the whole we are of opinion that 
mas the Seditious Meetings Bill, when passed into law, 
se will remove the sting that the existing law 
possesses, and we do not think the people will have much to complain of if 
the Government of Lord Hardinge follow the Government of Lord Minto in 
the sparing use of the provisions of tlie Bill.” 
325. Commenting on the new Seditious Meetings Bill, the Bengalee 
[bia writes:—‘‘The improvements take nothing or 
very little away from the force of our principal 
objections to the Bill, which have always been our principal objections to the 
existing Act itself, namely (1) that the measure vests the power of prohibiting 
a public meeting, not ina judicial officer but in an executive officer, and thus 
makes the act prohibiting a public meeting an executive and not a judicial 
act, and (2) that it vests the tremendous power of proclaiming a whoie area, 
even a whole province, in the Executive Government. Nothing short of the 
most imperative reasons of State can induce us to support a measure of this 
kind even as a temporary measure. As a permanent measure we cannot con 
ceive of any combination of circumstances which can justify it in @ couny 
where a settled Government rules over a peaceful and law-abiding people. 
826. The Amrita Bazar Pairika says’ that 4 
special Seditious Meetings Act of any kind is abso 
lutely unnecessary. oe 
327. The Bengalee writes:— There isan absolute consensus of opinion 
as to the necessity of free primary education. 8 
regards compulsion, there is not, however, 9 
same unanimity, or anything like it. There are those who think that the 
time for it, having regard to the small percentage of boys in primary schoo rs 
has not yet arrived, and that compulsion in the present circumstances may © 
more harm than good by creating a revulsion.of feeling. Again, there Bod 
others who are of opinion that compulsion may be attended with serious 
oppression and may affcrd the opportunity of levying blackmail upon po 
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upulous police underlings. lf the local bodies were armed with 
sect Bescon my this atten, the evil, we think, would be largely avoided, 
but only in those areas where the people are able to take care of themselves 
and where the safeguards of public opinion are fairly strong. Bengal opinion 
‘; unanimous and emphatic in condemning an educational cess, be it local or 
rovincial or imperial. It is altogether out of the question to ask our local 
bodies to provide funds for this purpose.’ i | 
398. The Indian Nation writes:—‘‘ The Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale’s Bill 
regarding compulsory Primary education is, we 
are inclined to think, rather a modest measure, 
and we are surprised to find that it has not received the same amount of 
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INDIAN NATION, 
20th Mar. 1911. 


open-hearted and cordial support which it deserves, The provisions of the. | 


Bill have been worded so cautiously that nobody can have anything to say 
against them, The objection that the operators of the law will have a source 
of income by dishonestly using its provisions, is so ridiculous that we are 
surprised to find that it has found place in the columns of some journals 
which have all along been known for their sane views. In fact, no sane man 
would think it worth while to reject a good measure only because of its 
affording a chance of corruption. ‘lhe measure, if introduced into law, will 
mark a new era in the chapter of education in India,” 
329. Commenting on the Hon’ble Mr. Gokhale’s Education Bill, the 
Thia Bengaice writes as follows:—*An educational cess, 
ee so far as the local bodies are concerned, is an 
impossibility in Bengal. The utmost limits of taxation have already been 
reached. We may mention in this connection that the question of imposing 
an educational cess was considered by the Local Government in 1870. The 
proposal evoked a storm of protest, and it had to be abandoned, While we 
desire, as wholeheartedly as Mr. Gokhale, that elementary education should be 
made universal, we are decidedly of opinion that the State should finance the 
scheme and should find money by effecting retrenchment in other directions,” 
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